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Julia Isaacs is the Child and Family Policy Fellow at the Brookings
Institution and also serves as a Fellow with First Focus, a bipartisan
organization working to improve public policies for children. Her
current research examines investments in children in the federal budget
and she is the principal investigator for Kids’ Share: An Analysis of
Federal Expenditures on Children. Her recent research on economic
mobility of families, including black/white mobility differences, mobility
of men and women, and international comparisons, is included in a
collection of essays, Getting Ahead or Losing Ground: Economic Mobility in America,
which she co-authored with Isabel Sawhill and Ron Haskins.

Before joining Brookings in 2006, Ms. Isaacs served as a division director and senior analyst at the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) at the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS). Her division provided modeling, data analysis and research on
policies and programs affecting low- income children and families. She oversaw development of the
child care module of the Urban Institute’s TRIM3 microsimulation model and provided senior HHS
officials with quick turnaround analyses of legislative and budgetary proposals related to welfare
reform, child care and child welfare. She also has served as a senior researcher on childhood
development and school finance at the American Institutes for Research and budget analyst at the
Congressional Budget Office. While at CBO, she was responsible for analyzing the cost impact of
legislative proposals affecting the food stamps, child nutrition, child care, and child welfare programs.

Ms. Isaacs has a Masters in Public Policy from the University of California at Berkeley and a

bachelor’s degree in political science from Williams College. She was a licensed foster parent from
1992-1998.
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