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Professional positions  
 
The Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C. 
Fellow, Metropolitan Policy Program, July 2010-present 
Currently co-directing the Metropolitan Policy Program’s Great Lakes Economic Initiative, and developing 

economic, tax, and land-use policies to revive the metropolitan areas in this multi-state region.   
 
Senior Research Associate, June 2008-July 2010 
Led a major policy and research effort on restoring prosperity in Ohio, which gained the attention and 

engagement of the governor, university presidents, and major business leaders; framed and promoted the 
Metro Program’s long-term Blueprint for American Prosperity policy agenda; wrote policy papers and 
magazine articles on metropolitan demographic and economic issues.  

 
Senior Policy Analyst, February 1998-August 2001 
Published articles on urban policy in The Atlantic Monthly, The American Prospect, and The Washington Monthly; 

managed major research projects; wrote and edited major policy reports, proposals and research briefs; 
created and edited special issues of the quarterly journal, Brookings Review; developed and implemented 
successful national press strategy  

 
Community Rights Counsel (now Constitutional Accountability Center), Washington, D.C. 
Federalism Project Director, August 2004-May 2008 
In partnership with the executive director, transformed a highly specialized public interest law firm to a full-

service public interest constitutional litigation firm with a dramatically larger litigation and policy scope, 
staff, and budget; co-authored Supreme Court briefs in major land use and environmental cases 
(Massachusetts v. EPA, Rapanos v. U.S., Kelo v. City of New London); developed new client relationships; 
helped develop and implement fundraising strategy   

 
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering, Washington, D.C. 
Summer Associate, May-August 2003 
Researched and analyzed constitutional issues, state tort law standards, international trade rules, and 

telecommunications laws and policies 
 
Roll Call Newspaper, Washington, D.C. 
Staff Writer, June 1996-November 1997 
 
The New Republic Magazine, Washington, D.C. 
Assistant Editor, July 1995-May 1996 
Reporter-Researcher, September 1994-June 1995 
 
Academic and Professional Awards 
 
2003  ABA Section of Urban, State & Local Government Law Certificate of Recognition  
 
2001  Dean’s Scholar (full tuition scholarship) Georgetown University Law Center 
 
1992   Rhodes Scholarship 

 
 

 



Education  
 
Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, D.C. 
J.D. Magna Cum Laude, May 2004 
Member, Georgetown Law Journal 
 
The University of Oxford, Balliol College, Oxford, England 
M. Phil, Politics, June 1994 
 
The University of Texas, Austin, Texas 
B.A. with Highest Honors, Plan II and English, May 1992 
 
Written work: 
 
Books: 

Co-Author, The Good News About Takings, (American Planning Association, 2006) 
Contributor, Redefining Federalism (Environmental Law Institute, 2005) 

 
Research reports: 
 

Michigan’s Metropolitan and Urban Policy, Brookings Institution, February 2012 (prepared by Brookings 
Institution and Public Sector Consultants, submitted to Business Leaders for Michigan) 

 
“Delivering the Next Economy: The States Step Up,” Brookings Institution, November 2010 (with Bruce 

Katz and Amy Liu) 
 
“Exports in the Great Lakes,” Brookings Institution, July 2010 (with Emilia Istrate and Jonathan Rothwell) 
 
 “Restoring Prosperity: Transforming Ohio’s Communities for the Next Economy,” Brookings Institution, 

February 2010 (Lead author, co-authors Lavea Brachman and Bruce Katz) 
 
“Metro Potential in ARRA: An Early Assessment of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.” 

Brookings Institution, March 2009 (with Mark Muro, Alan Berube, Robert Puentes, Sarah 
Rahman, Andrew Reamer). 

 
Selected articles and op-eds:  
 “Metro Connection” with Bruce Katz, Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, Spring 2011 
 “Miracle Mets” with Bruce Katz and Mark Muro, Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, Spring 2009 

“The Detroit Project,” with Bruce Katz, The New Republic, December 9, 2009 
 “Village Idiocy,” with Bruce Katz, The New Republic, October 8, 2008 
 “Storm Warning,” with Timothy Dowling, Legal Times, June 5, 2006 

“Property Wrongs,” The American Prospect, January 2006 
“In the Balance” with Douglas Kendall, The New Republic Online, July 5, 2007 
“Divided We Sprawl,” with Bruce Katz, The Atlantic Monthly, December 1999 

 
Review essays: 

Review of The New Geography: How the Digital Revolution is Reshaping the American Landscape,  The 
Washington Monthly, April 2001 

Review of The Common Interest in Property, The American Prospect, November 2000 
“Private Suburbs, Public Cities, “The American Prospect, May 2000 

 
 



 
 


