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FORMS OF PUBLIC ACCESS

• Public outreach hearings by legislative 
committees

• Redistricting websites maintained by career staff
– Information
– Download data 
– View and print plans

• Ability to draw plans for consideration on the 
state's redistricting system 



PUBLIC  OUTREACH  HEARINGS 

Public outreach hearings were held statewide 
by the Senate and House Redistricting 
Committees during the 2010 interim 

• Senate 
– 6 hearings to receive public testimony 
– 1 invited testimony on legal issues / data

• House
– 14 hearings to receive public testimony 
– 2 invited testimony on census & legal issues / data



PUBLIC  OUTREACH  HEARINGS 

• Are publicized and recorded

• Allow the legislature to begin to gather the 
information needed to perform its role in drawing 
redistricting plans 

• Are considered as part of the record of the extent 
to which such public participation, especially by 
minority group members, in fact took place 



Texas Legislative Council 
REDISTRICTING WEBSITES

• Redistricting Website  (information/news for the 
legislature and the public)

• Redistricting FTP site  (data downloads)

• DistrictViewer  (for plans and district detail)

• Who Represents Me?  (member information)



Texas Redistricting Website



Texas Redistricting Website

Designed to provide easy distribution of redistricting 
information and news to members of the legislature 
and the general public

– current news and announcements

– anticipated timeline (current cycle)

– description of legal requirements and process

– history of last three redistricting cycles

– publications

– links to Committees, Census Bureau, DOJ, and NCSL



Announcements and News

• Dates for legislative or judicial hearings on redistricting in 
Texas

• Deadlines imposed by a legislative or judicial body on the 
submission of redistricting plans for the body's 
consideration

• Notice that a specific redistricting plan has been adopted 
by a legislative or judicial body 

• Court filings on particular redistricting litigation  
• Actions by a state or federal agency that directly affect 

redistricting in Texas, such as availability of census data 
or a preclearance decision by the U.S. Dept. of Justice



Timeline
April 1, 2010 Census Day

Summer-Fall 2010 Regional outreach hearings in selected cities 

Dec. 31, 2010 Deadline for delivery of state total population data

January 11, 2011 82nd Legislature convenes

February 15, 2011 Earliest likely delivery of detailed census population data

April 1, 2011 Deadline for delivery of detailed census population data

May 12, 2011 Last day to pass house bills under current rules (rules may change)

May 30, 2011 82nd Legislature adjourns; deadline for enactment of state senate or house plan

May 31-Aug. 27, 
2011

Legislative Redistricting Board convenes if legislature fails to adopt a senate or 
house plan

Summer/Fall 2011 Special session on Congressional and SBOE plans could be called, if necessary

October 26, 2011 Last day LRB may adopt a plan

Fall 2011 All plans drawn by the legislature, the LRB, or a state district court must obtain 
preclearance under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act

June-Dec.  2011 Possible court challenges to redistricting plans

January 2, 2012 Filing deadline for 2012 elections



Process and Requirements

• The redistricting process in Texas
– public hearings, bills, Legislative Redistricting 

Board, VRA submission, judicial review (the 
courts), and elections under the new districts 
(notification and new precincts)

• Legal requirements, including federal and 
specific state requirements

• Glossary



Redistricting Publications

• Population Change in Texas Since 2000

• Guide to 2011 Redistricting

• Data for 2011 Redistricting in Texas

• State and Federal Law Governing Redistricting in Texas



Additional Information

• Current Districts  
– maps 

– population and election reports

• Historical process:  covers 1980s, 1990,s and 
2000s and provides an indication of how much 
this process varies every decade



Links to 
Texas Redistricting FTP Site

Databases and shapefiles available free to public

• election returns, turnout, and registered voters by precinct 
for every election from 2002 to 2010

• GIS shapefiles and .csv block equivalency files of the current 
plans, census geography, and voting precincts

• Shapefiles and basic population and election reports for 
every proposed plan that is made public by the legislative 
process during redistricting

Gigabytes of this data are downloaded every month



Benefits of Websites

In addition to providing the legislature and the 
public with information, providing data on the 
websites
– Can relieve staff from answering requests for copies of 

the data 
– Is convenient for the public and for lawyers, media, 

interested parties, etc. 
– Makes data available 24/7
– Allows data to be accessed quickly and viewed and 

printed locally as soon as it is posted



DistrictViewer
District Viewing Application

An interactive plan viewing system used to look at and 
compare current district plans and proposed 
redistricting plans that have been made public.

Available to the legislature and the public.

Features: 
• Overlay and compare two plans
• Find an address, city, or county
• Access plan maps and reports 24/7



DistrictViewer
Select Base Plan



Senate Plan



Two Plans Can Be Compared
Base Plan in Color

with Overlay Plan in Red Lines



Zoom in for more detail
Show cities with plans



Find an Address - with Streets



Links to 
Who Represents Me?

Displays the districts and members for that 
address with links to their web pages



Additional Features 

• Download a statewide map or a shapefile

• Download population and election reports

• Now available as a mobile app  
http://gis1.tlc.state.tx.us/dvrmobile.html

http://gis1.tlc.state.tx.us/dvrmobile.html�


RedAppl
District Drawing Application

• Available to legislators in their Capitol and district offices

• Available to the public by appointment in council offices 

• Training provided

• Plans may be imported and exported in the standard 
formats to and from other applications



Other States

• Florida is developing a free, public web-based application
• Minnesota has a very informative website
• Some vendors have web applications for sale

Note that many states do not have a single, nonpartisan 
support agency.  In some, the house and senate have 
separate support, and in others, the Democrats and 
Republicans have separate support.  Also, a number of 
states have a commission system.  In addition, Texas is a 
Voting Rights Act Section 5 state, so we need to have 
election data by precinct.  The majority of the states who 
are not subject to Section 5 may have different needs. 
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