
  
For Immediate Release 
January 14, 2013 
 

CONTACT:  Rachel Harvey, 202-797-6073 rharvey@brookings.edu 
   Terrance Woodbury, 202-797-2491 twoodbury@brookings.edu 
 
Read the policy briefs here: 
http://www.brookings.edu/about/programs/metro/remaking-federalism 
 

Brookings Calls on Congress to Strengthen Manufacturing Sector  
Brookings Proposes Reforms to Cut Deficit, Jumpstart Economy  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress should pave the way for federal investment in several 
significant areas to strengthen the manufacturing sector, according to three policy briefs 
released today by the Brookings Institution Metropolitan Policy Program.  These main areas are 
1) building the manufacturing workforce and 2) expanding opportunities to convert basic 
research into commercially viable technologies. 
  
As a major source of innovation, exports, and well-paying jobs, the manufacturing sector makes 
a disproportionate contribution to the U.S. economy. However, this sector is not without its 
challenges, particularly in the realms of workforce development and its innovation processes. 
The three briefs contend that programs to cultivate a skilled manufacturing workforce and 
encourage the more rapid application of innovation to products, processes, and services will 
help ensure that advanced industries are well-positioned to strengthen the American economy. 
 
These policy briefs are part of a new Brookings government reform series, Remaking Federalism 
| Renewing the Economy. This series addresses the long-term budgetary, economic, and 
political challenges that will require response in the coming months. Through this series, the 
Metropolitan Policy Program offers solutions that reach beyond the partisan gridlock in 
Washington and seek to empower state and metro areas through smart investments such as 
these three innovative manufacturing programs.  
 
Building the Workforce: 
 
Two of the three policy briefs released today focus on strengthening the manufacturing 
workforce through education programs that more effectively align with the labor demands of 
21st-century advanced industries. These two briefs recognize that existing educational offerings 
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and workforce development and training programs do not adequately meet the growing need 
for skilled manufacturing workers.  
 
The first brief, “Create a Race to the Shop Competition for Advanced Manufacturing,” calls for 
an annual $150 million competition to encourage bottom-up skills training and workforce 
development.  The new initiative would challenge states and metropolitan areas to align their 
policies and investments to meet the distinct labor demands of their advanced manufacturing 
sectors.  Winners would receive resources for planning and implementation and increased 
flexibility in the use of federal workforce development and skills training funds.  
 
“Race to the Shop responds to one of the major barriers threatening the resurgence of U.S. 
manufacturing: the lack of educated workers with the skills necessary for today's advanced 
industry,” said Bruce Katz, Brookings vice president, co-director of the Metropolitan Policy 
Program, and co-author of the policy brief. “Like the successful Race to the Top program for K-
12 education, Race to the Shop uses the carrot of federal spending to reinvent how state and 
metro areas help manufacturing companies realize their full potential.” 

  

The second brief, “Support the Designation of 20 U.S. Manufacturing Universities,’” calls on 
Congress to create an initiative that designates 20 “manufacturing universities,” which would 
each receive a $25 million award from the National Science Foundation to reorient their 
engineering programs toward manufacturing engineering. Designated universities would 
provide undergraduate and graduate students with work-based learning experiences, engage in 
joint industry-university research projects, and encourage Ph.D candidates and faculty to work 
more closely with the advanced manufacturing industry.  
 
“If the United States wants to remain competitive in the advanced manufacturing economy of 
tomorrow, it must move academic engineering departments away from the ‘research for the 
sake of research’ mentality and instead create real opportunities for work that is relevant to 
industry,” said Dr. Robert Atkinson, president of the Information Technology & Innovation 
Foundation, nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Metropolitan Policy Program, and co-
author of the brief. “Designated Manufacturing Universities offer an important tool for 
cultivating the innovation-driven, production-oriented engineering culture and skilled 
workforce needed for global competitiveness.” 
 
Converting R&D: 
 
The third policy brief released today, “Create a Nationwide Network of Advanced Industries 
Innovation Hubs,” calls on Congress to invest in building a national network of at least 25 
regional applied research centers to bolster innovation activity, drive down the cost of 
advanced industries technology development, create well-paying jobs, and grow market share 
in U.S. advanced industries. Each hub will receive $25 million in annual funding for a minimum 
of five years.  
 



“All too often with advanced industries, companies fail to make adequate investments in 
innovation because the benefits are undetermined, the risks are too high, and the project 
timelines too extended,” said Mark Muro, senior fellow and policy director at the Brookings 
Metropolitan Policy Program and co-author of the brief. “A national network of innovation hubs 
would address these challenges by greatly accelerating the pace of innovation and new-product 
development.” 
 
All three policy memos further describe the current problems, outline budget implications, and 
detail the implementation requirements of establishing these three programs.  
 
The policies will be discussed at a Brookings event tomorrow morning, January 15, which will be 
webcast live.  For more information, please visit the event page.  

 
The Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings provides decision-makers with cutting-edge 
research and policy ideas for improving the health and prosperity of metropolitan areas, 
including their component cities, suburbs, and rural areas. To learn more, please visit: 
www.brookings.edu/metro. Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/brookingsmetro.  
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