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DURABLE SOLUTIONS TO INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT:  

THE ROLE OF STATES FACING INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT 
 

Ensuring the security and welfare of internally displaced populations is first and foremost the 

responsibility of national governments. This is reflected in the Guiding Principles on Internal 

Displacement, which set out the rights of internally displaced persons (IDPs) and the obligations 

of governments towards them. While IDPs are entitled to the same rights as the population in 

general, they tend to face vulnerabilities that non-displaced persons do not.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Framework for National Responsibility is a useful tool that was developed to provide specific 

guidance to governments to fulfill their responsibilities towards IDPs. The Framework identifies 

12 steps for governments to undertake: 

 Prevent Displacement and Minimize its Adverse Effects 

 Raise National Awareness of the Problem 

 Collect Data on the Number and Conditions of IDPs 

 Support Training on the Rights of IDPs 

 Create a Legal Framework for Upholding the Rights of IDPs 

 Develop a National Policy on Internal Displacement 

 Designate an Institutional Focal Point on IDPs  

 Encourage National Human Rights Institutions to Integrate Internal Displacement 

 Ensure the Participation of IDPs in Decision-Making 

 Support Durable Solutions 

 Allocate Adequate Resources to the Problem 

 Cooperate with the International Community when National Capacity is Insufficient 

 

These 12 steps constitute a framework for action for fulfilling national responsibility in 

situations of internal displacement. While one of these steps is dedicated specifically to the 

durable resolution of displacement, each step contributes to securing durable solutions for IDPs. 

 

Durable solutions are a priority concern of the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 

IDPs. The Special Rapporteur’s October 2013 report to the UN General Assembly addresses the 

resolution of displacement, focusing on the development and peacebuilding dimensions of this 

challenge. This report was informed by consultations convened by the Special Rapporteur in 

cooperation with UNDP, UNHCR, OCHA and the Brookings-LSE Project on Internal 

Displacement. This note highlights recommendations from these consultations on the role of 

states facing internal displacement in supporting solutions. 

In order to ensure that IDPs are not deprived of their human rights 

and are treated equally with respect to non-displaced citizens, states 

are obligated to provide special measures of protection and assistance 

to IDPs that correspond to their particular vulnerabilities.  
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Recommendations 

a. Develop and implement laws, national frameworks, structures, and policies on internal 

displacement that specifically address the challenge of finding durable solutions and that:   

o Are developed in consultation with different groups of IDPs, including potentially 

marginalized groups such as women (including widows), ethnic or other minorities, 

and elderly populations, and reflect the particular durable solutions needs for these 

and other groups as well as their capacities to contribute to securing durable 

solutions to their displacement.  

o Draw on the services of specialized actors, such as the Joint IDP Profiling Service, to 

collect, update, analyze and disseminate quantitative and qualitative data on internal 

displacement, including on gender, age, location and other relevant categories. 

o Recognize the right of IDPs to freely choose among the recognized solutions and 

identify activities to support such solutions in conformity with the Guiding 

Principles on Internal Displacement, the IASC Framework on Durable Solutions for 

Internally Displaced Persons, and respective standards in regional instruments, in 

particular the Kampala Convention. 

o Address barriers to durable solutions, including the establishment of security and 

the rule of law, access to housing, land and property rights, access to basic public 

services, and the re-establishment of livelihoods. 

o Receive adequate and timely financial and human resources from relevant ministries 

and authorities, as well as political support, to implement such laws and policies.  

o Are clearly explained to and disseminated among all internally displaced 

populations, through print and audio-visual media and discussion forums in the 

languages spoken by IDPs, and including when changes are made to laws, policies 

or procedures that may affect their ability to secure protection or assistance. 

o Are regularly monitored by national human rights institutions, IDP groups, and/or 

international and other organizations knowledgeable about IDP issues. 

 

b. Incorporate specific and adequately resourced measures on durable solutions to internal 

displacement in national and local development plans, poverty reduction and alleviation 

strategies, national economic reconstruction plans, transition plans, urban development 

plans and peacebuilding and stabilization efforts. 

 

c. In the African Union (AU), ratify and implement the Kampala Convention and, in the Great 

Lakes Region (GLR), implement the Great Lakes Pact on Security, Stability and 

Development; in the AU, endeavour to incorporate the relevant principles contained in the 

Convention and, in the GLR, the Pact, into peace negotiations and agreements for the 

purpose of finding durable solutions to internal displacement. 

 

d. Undertake early, participatory and joint planning in support of durable solutions, ensuring 

the engagement of local authorities. Such cross-sectoral planning may require adapting laws 
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and policies, including those pertaining to financial and institutional arrangements, to 

enable the provision of longer-term support for durable solutions and to facilitate the 

engagement of development and peace building actors.  

 

e. Provide training and resources to strengthen relevant line ministries as well as regional and 

local governments responsible for supporting solutions for IDPs, decentralizing budget 

allocations and programming responsibilities where relevant to promote local ownership. 

 

f. Strengthen the role of national institutions, including courts, in ensuring accountability for 

IDPs’ rights, including the right to a durable solution. 

 

g. Urge donors to adopt more flexible, longer-term funding parameters for durable solutions 

initiatives. 

 

h. Ensure that the post-2015 development agenda benefits those people, including IDPs, who 

live in fragile States, and serves as a foundation for increasing their resilience to crisis, 

including through the achievement of solutions to displacement based on a human rights 

approach. 

 

i. Ensure that that implementation of the “New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States”1 

supports the achievement of durable solutions for IDPs, including by:  

o Systematically analyzing displacement and barriers to durable solutions in the 

context of country-led fragility assessments; 

o Integrating durable solutions for internal displacement as indicators for the 

achievement of Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Goals; 

o Reviewing the extent to which the 2012-2015 piloting of the New Deal supports 

durable solutions; and 

o Adjusting the process accordingly to maximize positive impacts on solutions. 

 

j. Review, clarify and monitor the role of military actors in supporting durable solutions, 

particularly in the context of peace operations. 

                                                      
1 The 2012-2015 piloting of the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States is an important opportunity to integrate 

durable solutions into the pursuit of development goals in fragile States, particularly as several pilot countries have 

major IDP situations, including CAR, DRC, South Sudan and Afghanistan. The New Deal recognizes that 

“constructive State-society relations, and the empowerment of women, youth and marginalized groups, as key actors 

for peace, are at the heart of successful peacebuilding and statebuilding.” IDPs should be acknowledged as an 

essential stakeholder group in the implementation of the new deal, particularly as the Peacebuilding and 

Statebuilding Goals (PSGs) at the core of the New Deal are directly relevant to durable solutions. These include: 

“Legitimate politics – Foster inclusive political settlements and conflict resolution; Security – Establish and strengthen 

people’s security; Justice – Address injustices and increase people’s access to justice; Economic foundations – 

Generate employment and improve livelihoods; and Revenues and services – Manage revenue and build capacity for 

accountable and fair service delivery.”  


