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Brookings Urges New Federal Action to  
Spur U.S. Exports from Regions 

Policy Brief Proposes Reform to Fill Gap in National Export Support System  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The federal government should invest in metropolitan area export 
strategies, according to a policy brief released today by the Metropolitan Policy Program at 
Brookings. 
 
The new policy brief is part of a Brookings government reform series, Remaking Federalism | 
Renewing the Economy. This series addresses the long-term budgetary, economic, and political 
challenges that will require response in the coming months. Through the series, the 
Metropolitan Policy Program offers solutions that reach beyond the partisan gridlock in 
Washington and seek to empower state and metro areas through smart investments such as 
building exports and trade.  
 
The importance of trade in the global economy will only deepen as world markets become 
more integrated. Recognizing this global moment, government, business, and civic leaders in 
states and metro areas across the country are adapting their job creation and economic growth 
strategies to take advantage of the benefits of global trade. However, more meaningful 
progress can—and must—be made to orient U.S. metropolitan economies toward global 
opportunities. 
 
“While the U.S. has benefited from record export sales in recent years, the reality is that the 
nation as a whole—including most firms and metro areas—are not participating in global 
trade,” said Amy Liu, co-director of the Brookings Metropolitan Policy Program and co-author 
of the brief.  “To make deep, sustained progress on exporting, the federal government should 
make a small investment in metro areas – the true hubs of global trade – to catalyze growth 
and create jobs.” 
 

Although several metro areas are demonstrating their capacity to accelerate export-driven 
growth, the national export service system has not yet taken advantage of this potential.    
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“Metro areas have the connections and on-the-ground networks that can generate the pipeline 
of export-ready companies required to meet National Export Initiative goals,” said Brad 
McDearman, Brookings fellow and director of the Metropolitan Export Initiative.  “If we want to 
change the culture of U.S. economic development to be more globally focused, it must start in 
metro areas, where the bulk of economic activity takes place.” 
 
To address this, the Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings proposes the creation of a 
Regional Export Accelerator Challenge (REACH) grant program to spur the development and 
start-up implementation of metro export plans. The REACH program would be a modest $25 
million grant program, requiring a 1-to-1 local match,  that can reach up to 35 markets.  Grants 
would enable metropolitan areas to prepare and launch customized regional export strategies, 
sustained by local investments.  The program can be created using existing authority and 
funding sources by the Department of Commerce, led by the Economic Development 
Administration in partnership with the International Trade Administration. 
 
The policy memo further describes the current market and institutional barriers to expanding 
exports, the unique role that regional leaders play in the national export service delivery 
system, and the budget and implementation requirements of instituting a REACH grant 
program.    
 
 
The Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings provides decision-makers with cutting-edge 
research and policy ideas for improving the health and prosperity of metropolitan areas, 
including their component cities, suburbs, and rural areas. To learn more, please visit: 
www.brookings.edu/metro. Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/brookingsmetro.   
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