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57 metropolitan areas home to the majority of immigrants in the United States  
Brookings releases an analysis of former, current, and emerging immigrant gateways 

(Washington, DC) – Eighty percent of immigrants living in the United States reside in one of 57 
gateway metropolitan areas, finds a new analysis of the U.S. immigrant population released today by 
the Metropolitan Policy Program at the Brookings Institution. 

For the past ten years, Brookings Senior Fellow Audrey Singer has documented where immigrant 
populations reside. Historically drawn to urban centers such as New York, Chicago, and Los 
Angeles, immigrant populations have since dispersed to faster-growing metropolitan areas, primarily 
in the South and West, many with only a recent history of immigration. 

In a new report, “Metropolitan immigrant gateways revisited, 2014,” Singer examines the most recent 
metro-level trends in immigrant population size, concentration, and growth rate. This report provides 
a refreshed immigrant gateway typology for the largest 104 metropolitan areas in the United States. 

Singer’s analysis of more than a century of Census data reveals that: 

 Eighty percent of the nation’s immigrants live in one of 57 immigrant gateways, which are 
classified into seven types: former, major-continuous, minor-continuous, post-World War II, 
re-emerging, major-emerging, and minor-emerging. 

 Four gateway types represent established immigrant settlement areas, and three represent 
new or re-emerging immigrant locations. 

 Across all gateway types the foreign-born population is growing faster than the native-born 
population; their growth in the three emerging gateway types outpaces the U.S. average. 

 In all of the gateway metro areas, the share of the foreign-born population of prime working 
age (25-64) is greater than the share among the native born. 

 “This short analysis only scratches the surface of the varied experiences among communities 
across the country with regard to the historical settlement and integration of immigrants,” said 
Singer. “As metropolitan areas look to the future, they would do well to consider the role of 
immigrants and their children who make up a growing share of their workforce to meet their labor 
needs.” 

In the United States, 42 million people—or 13 percent of U.S. residents—are foreign-born. Across 
metropolitan areas these population shares differ and have shifted over time.  Today, population 
growth in metropolitan areas is dependent on immigration, especially for populations in prime 
working age brackets. Questions about whether the United States will be able to replace its labor 
force to remain competitive are also tied to immigration. 
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To see foreign born populations by metropolitan areas and gateway type, 
visit: http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2015/12/01-immigrant-
gateways/gateways-2014-update.pdf 

To read the report, visit: http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/12/01-metropolitan-
immigrant-gateways-revisited-singer 

To speak with the author, please contact Allison Courtin at acourtin@brookings.edu or 202-238-
3556. 
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