LEX RIEFFEL ‘
dw

Lex Rieffel is a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at The Brookings Institution. He is currently
working on a policy study of the off-budget funding of the military in Indonesia. His essay
on the remarkable political and economic transitions in Indonesia in 2004 was published in
the September-October 2004 issue of Foreign Affairs. He joined Brookings in February 2002 to

write a book: “Sovereign Debt Restructuring: the Case for Ad Hoc Machinery” (Brookings
Institution Press, September 2003). In December 2003, his policy brief on “Reconsidering the
Peace Corps” was published by Brookings. Following up on this work, he founded the
“Brookings Initiative on International Volunteering and Service” in 2006 and published a
second policy brief on this subject. In 2005, he published policy briefs on the Millennium
Challenge Corporation and Nigeria’s Paris Club debt problem. Mr. Rieffel teaches a
graduate course on “Financial Issues in Emerging Market Countries” at the Elliott School of
International Affairs, George Washington University. Between the beginning of 2001 and
April 2003, he completed four one-month assignments advising the Government of
Indonesia on a several international financial policy issues.

From April 1994 to June 2001 Mr. Rieffel was employed by the Institute of International
Finance as Senior Advisor and Director of the Multilateral Policy Department. Immediately
prior to joining the IIF, he was a Visiting Scholar at The Brookings Institution and an
Adjunct Professor at the Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins
University. From 1975 to 1992, he served on the international staff of the U.S. Treasury
Department. His final assignment was directing the Office of Eastern Europe and Former
Soviet Union Policy. Earlier, he directed the Office of Debt Policy, and had external
assignments with the offices of the U.S. Ambassador to the OECD and the U.S. Executive
Director of the IMF.

Mr. Rieffel was an economist with the U.S. Agency for International Development in
Indonesia (1971-1973), a planning analyst at the International Paper Company (New York
City), a volunteer with the U.S. Peace Corps (India), and an officer in the U.S. Navy
(Vietnam). He is a graduate of Princeton University (B.A., Economics) and the Fletcher
School, Tufts University (M.A.L.D., International Development Studies). His other
publications include an award-winning essay on exchange controls in developing countries.



