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CURRENT POSITION 
Senior Fellow, Economic Studies Program  
The Brookings Institution  
February 2006 – Present 
 
 
PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
Co-Chaired, Commission on the Whole Child, Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development, 2006-2007 
 
Senior Advisor and Co-Chair, Non-Profit and Philanthropy Practice Group, DLA Piper 
Rudnick Gray Cary US LLP, 2003-2005 
 
President and Chief Executive Officer, National Urban League, 1994-2003 
 
Vice President, Rockefeller Foundation, 1988-1994 
 
Senior Vice President, WNET/Thirteen in New York, 1982-1988 
 
Editorial Board, The New York Times, 1978-1982 
 
Director, Human Resources Administration, City of New Haven, 1977-1978 
 
Partner, Cogen, Holt & Associates, 1970-1976 
 
Executive Director, Black Coalition of New Haven, 1968-1970 
 
Attorney, New Haven Legal Assistance Association, 1966-1968 
 
 
EDUCATION
LL.B., Yale University, 1966 
B.A., Amherst College, 1963  
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AFILIATIONS 
Board Member, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
Board Member, Verizon 
Board Member, Mayo Clinic Foundation 
Board Member, The Committee for Economic Development 
Board Member, Jacob Burns Film Center 
Member, American Philosophical Society 
Member, Academy of Political Science 
Member, Westchester Clubmen 
Member, Boulé 
Member, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
2006 Leadership Award, National Urban League 
2006  Dateline Award, Washington (DC) Chapter of the Society 

of Professional Journalists  
2005 Excellence in Public Service Award, Committee for 

Economic Development 
2005    Notable Essay for 2005, in The Best American Essays 2006 
2003 William C. Dawson Award, Congressional Black Caucus 

Foundation 
2002 Honorary Degree, Indiana University/Purdue University at 

Indianapolis 
2000 Honorary Degree, Yale University 
1999 Honorary Degree, Cleveland State University 
1998 Honorary Degree, Pace University 
1998 Honorary Degree, Long Island University 
1998 Honorary Degree, Cambridge College 
1998 Honorary Degree, Amherst College 
1997 Honorary Degree, Northeastern University 
1996 Honorary Degree, SUNY/Empire State College 
1996 Honorary Degree, George Washington University 
1996 Honorary Degree, Connecticut College 
1996 Award of Merit, Yale Law School 
1995 President’s Medal, Hunter College 
 
INITIATIVES CONCEIVED/LAUNCHED 
National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Corps 
National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future 
Coalition of Community Foundations for Youth 
National Urban League Campaign for African-American Achievement   
 
 
 
 



PUBLICATIONS 
Articles: 
 

“Demilitarizing What the Pentagon Knows about Developing Young People: A 
New Paradigm for Educating Students Who are Struggling in School and in Life,” 
The Brookings Institution 2007   

  
“Jackie and Me,” Washingtonian, August 2005, vol. 40, no. 11, pp. 35 
  
“Winning Hearts and Minds,” Education Week, January 19, 2005, vol. 24, no. 19, 

pp. 48-50 
  
“What the Crisis Means to You: The WTC Crisis: Black America’s Role,” Ebony, 

December 2001, vol. 57, no. 2, pp. 171-173 
 
“The Preparation Gap,” Education Week, November 28, 2001, vol. 21, no. 13, pp. 

48 
 
“Don’t Sacrifice the Poor,” (with Kim Gandy) in The Washington Post, October 

15, 2001, pp. A.19 
 
“Social Security’s Stable Benefit” (with Julian Bond) in New York Times, July 26, 

2001, A. 25 
 
“Academic Achievement and Economic Power: The Next Civil Rights Frontier,” 

Black Collegian, April 2001, vol. 31, no. 3, pp. 112-115 
 
“Why Not an Opportunity Corp?,” Education Week, November 29, 2000, vol. 20, 

no. 13, pp. 52 
 
“Blueprint for progress,” Essence, August 2000, vol. 31, no. 4, pp. 174 
 
“Urban Education: A Radical Plan,” Education Week, December 8, 1999, vol. 19, 

no. 15, pp. 44 
 
“The Aim of Urban School Reform,” Vital Speeches of the Day, December 1, 

1999, vol. 66, no. 4, pp. 106-111 
 
“Establish an ‘Academic Bill of Rights,’” Education Week, March 17, 1999, vol. 

18, no. 27, pp. 76-79 
 
“The Offense: Driving While Black,” The New Crisis, July 1998, vol. 105, no. 3, 

pp. 14 
 
“Fortifying the Case for Diversity and Affirmative Action,” The Chronicle of 

Higher Education, May 22, 1998, vol. 44, no. 37, pp. B4 



 
“Black America and Tiger’s Dilemma,” (with Salli Richardson, Kweisi Mfume, 

Jesse Jackson, et al) in Ebony, July 1997, vol. 52, no. 9, pp. 28-32 
 
“Cities: The Soul of America,” Vital Speeches of the Day, March 1, 1996, vol. 62, 

no. 10, pp. 293-297 
 
“Welfare Reform vs. Welfare Reality,” Wall Street Journal, December 21, 1995, 

pp. A14 
 
“Affirmative Action: Quality not Quotas,” Wall Street Journal, August 18, 1995, 

pp. A10 
 
“Teacher Professional Development: It’s About Time,” Education Week, May 12, 

1993, vol. 12, no. 33, pp. 32 
 
“Come up with a Federal School-Reform Stimulus,” Education Week, February 3, 

1993, vol. 12, no. 19, pp. 14 
 
“The Mosaic and the Melting Pot,” New York Times, September 23, 1991, pp. 

A.17 
 
“The Bottom Line for School Reform,” Phi Delta Kappan, November 1990, vol. 

72, no. 3, pp. 242-245 
 
“On the High Road to Taos,” New York Times, February 20, 1983, pp. A. 17 
 
“Minimum Feasible Participation,” New York Times, September 21, 1981, pp. 

A.24 
 
“Reading is on the Rebound,” New York Times, July 2, 1981, pp. A.18 
 
“Rep. Kemp’s Zone Offense,” New York Times, October 1980, pp. A.30 
 
“How to Teach the Teachers,” New York Times, June 30, 1980,  pp. A.18 

 
Books: 
 

Achievement Matters: Getting Your Child The Best Education Possible, 
Kensington Book, 2002 
 

Destination: The American Dream, National Urban League, 2001 
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CURRENT RESEARCH 
 
Education 
Civil Rights 
Equal Opportunity 
Criminal Justice 


