
 

 
                |  1775 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036  |  202.797.6000  |  fax 202.797.6004  |  brookings edu 
 

 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, a Distinguished Fellow of the Brookings 
Institution in the Global Economy and Development Program, is a 
Managing Director of the World Bank. From June to August 2006, 
she was Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria, overseeing Nigeria’s 
External Relations. From July 2003 to June 2006 she served as 
Minister of Finance and Economy of Nigeria and Head of Nigeria's 
much acclaimed Presidential Economic team. Her achievements as 
Finance Minister garnered international recognition for improving Nigeria’s financial stability 
and fostering greater fiscal transparency to combat corruption. In October 2005, she led the 
Nigerian team that negotiated the cancellation of $18 billion of Nigeria’s external debt with 
the Paris Club.  

Previously, she pursued a 21-year career as a development economist at the World Bank, where 
she held the post of Vice President and Corporate Secretary.  

Dr. Okonjo-Iweala was educated at Harvard and has a PhD in Regional Economics and 
Development from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. Okonjo-Iweala has received 
numerous awards, including an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Brown University in 2006, 
European Time Magazine Hero of the Year award in 2004 for her work on economic reform in 
Nigeria and Euromoney Magazine Global Finance Minister of the year 2005. Dr. Okonjo-Iweala is a 
member of numerous boards and advisory groups, including the Clinton Global Initiative, DATA, 
the World Resources Institute, the Nelson Mandela Institution, and the African Institute of Science 
and Technology. She serves as financial adviser to several international investment groups 
working in emerging markets. 


