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Martinez-Diaz’s areas of expertise include the governance of international 
financial institutions (especially the World Bank and the IMF), the regulation of 
banking and financial institutions, and the nexus between politics and economic 
development in developing countries, with a focus on Mexico, Indonesia, and 
Brazil.    
 
He has served as Director of the High-Level Commission on the Modernization of 
World Bank Group Governance, an advisory group tasked by World Bank 
President Robert Zoellick with producing recommendations to strengthen the governance of that institution.  
Martinez-Diaz has also served as consultant to the Independent Evaluation Office of the International 
Monetary Fund and was Deputy Director of Brookings’ Partnership for the Americas Commission, a high-level 
advisory group on U.S. policy toward Latin America.   
 
Martinez-Diaz received masters and doctoral degrees in International Relations from Oxford University, where 
he was a Truman and Marshall Scholar. He graduated with honors from Northwestern University with degrees 
in Economics and Political Science. As a Luce Scholar, he lived and worked in Indonesia for two years. 
 
Martinez-Diaz is author of Globalizing in Hard Times: the Politics of Banking-Sector Opening in the Emerging 
World (Cornell University Press, November 2009). He is co-editor of the following volumes: Networks of 
Influence? Developing Countries in a Networked Global Order (Oxford University Press, 2009); Brazil as an 
Economic Superpower? Understanding Brazil’s Changing Role in the Global Economy (Brookings Press, 
2009); and Studies of IMF Governance: A Compendium (IMF, 2009). 
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