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Mwangi S. Kimenyi 
May 2009 

ADDRESS  
 
  Brookings Institution 
             Global Economy and Development 
             1775 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
             Washington, DC 200000 
             Mkimenyi@brookings.edu 
             Tel: 202 797 6005 
             Fax: 202 797 2972 
 
Family:      Married with three Children  
 
EDUCATION: 
 
Ph.D. 1986 Economics, Center for the Study of Public Choice, George Mason  
            University 
M.A. 1982 Economics, Ohio University 
M.A. 1982 International Affairs, Ohio University 
B.Sc. 1980 University of Nairobi (Hons) 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
2009 - Resident Senior Fellow, Brooking Institution, Washington, DC 
2007 - Research Associate, University of Oxford, Center for the Study of African  
           Economies 
1999 - 2005 Founding Executive Director, Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research 
             and Analysis (KIPPRA).  
1991 - 1999; 2005 - Associate Professor, Department of Economics University of  
         Connecticut 
1986 - 1991 Assistant Professor, University of Mississippi 
 
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS/RECOGNITION 
 
2009:   Recorded statements presented at the G20 meetings petitioning  
           against the adoption of protectionist policies by developed countries. 
 
2008:     Keynote Speaker, World Bank, Bank Economists Meeting-Africa Division 
 
2005-2007 Who is Who Amongst American Teachers, Nominated by Students in the  
         National Dean’s List 
 
2001: Co-Winner- Outstanding Research Award-Global Development Network  
 
2000-2005: Member, Board of Directors, Equity Building Society/Equity Bank-Kenya. 
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During my tenure as a Director, Equity experienced outstanding performance 
and expansion to become a leading financial institution. I was also involved in 
strategizing for the conversion from a Building Society to a Bank. 

 
1999-   Associate Editor, Ashgate Book Series on Contemporary Perspectives and  
        Public Choice and Developing Societies. 
 
1999- 2005 Primarily responsible for establishing the Kenya Institute for Public Policy  
         Research and Analysis as its Founding Executive Director. KIPPRA became  
        the top ranked Think-Tank in Africa by 2004 and was also recognized as an  
        international center of excellence and a reference case study for excellence in   
        public policy research and for effectiveness in influencing policy in developing  
        countries. 
 
1994:   Named among the top Ten young Market Economists in the United States by the 
Policy Review, Washington D.C. 
 
1991: Winner- Georgescu-Roegen prize in Economics, USA. 
 
1991: Honored by the Senate of the House of the State of Mississippi for outstanding 
research on Public Transit (With William Shughart) 
 
1989: Outstanding Faculty Award (for teaching and research) - School of Business 
Administration, University of Mississippi. 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 
 
American Economics Association 
Public Choice Society 
Southern Economic Association 
African Economic and Finance Association 
Resource Person-African Economic Research Consortium 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE: 
Director-and Co-Founder: Hekima Community Library-Ndaka-ini Kenya  
       Founded the Hekima Community Library (with Irene W. Kimenyi) in 2004. 
       Donated the library for community use. This library is one of the best equipped  
       rural community libraries in Africa and serves thousands of rural people in Kenya.    
  
RESEARCH INTERESTS: 
Institutions and growth in Africa, Income distribution and poverty, Africa’s Political 
Economy, and Private Sector development.   
 
SUPERVISION/External Examiner 
 
Has been involved in supervision of doctoral and Masters Students. Also one of the 
Resource Persons for AERC’s doctoral program. Have also been an external examiner 
various African institutions including Department of Economics, University of Nairobi, 
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Department of Economics, University of Botswana and Department of Economics, 
University of Zimbabwe. 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Books: 
 
1. Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Economics of Poverty, Discrimination, and Public 

Policy, (South-Western Publishers (US), (1995). 
 
2. Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Ethnic Diversity and Liberty: The African Dilemma, 

(Aldershot UK): Edward Elgar, (1997). 
 
3. Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku (eds), Institutions and Collective Choice 

in Developing Countries, Ashgate (UK) Publishers.  
 
4. Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Robert Wieland and J.D. Von Pischke, (eds) Strategic 

Issues in Microfinance, Ashgate (UK) Publishers  
 
 
5. Mwangi S. Kimenyi, John Mukum Mbaku and Pita Ogaba Agbese (eds) 

Ethnicity and Governance in the Third World, Ashgate, UK, (2001). 
 
6. Mwangi S. Kimenyi, John Mbaku and Ngure Mwaniki, (eds) Restarting and 

Sustaining Economic Growth in Africa: The Case of Kenya,  Ashgate (UK) 
(2003). 

 
7. Mwangi S. Kimenyi, and Patrick Meagher (eds) Governance Prospects for 

Devolving Societies, Manuscript accepted by Ashgate, 2004. 
 
Guest Editor 
 
Economic and Political Reforms in Kenya, Special Issue of The Independent Review (Kenya), 
Vol. 1, No. 1 (1996). 
 
Regulation and financial reforms, AERC Supplement, Journal of African Economies (Oxford) 
Vol. 12. Supp 2 (edited with A. Fosu and Njuguna Ndungu ), 2003. 
 
 
 
Chapters in Books 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Subhash Ray and Lei Chen, “Tools and Techniques for Evaluating 
Service Delivery,” in African Economic Research Consortium, Institutions and Service Delivery, 
forthcoming. 
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Mwangi S. Kimenyi and William Shughart “Provider Competition, Marketization and the 
Quality of Public Service Provision,” in African Economic Research Consortium, Institutions 
and Service Delivery, forthcoming. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Economic Reforms and Pro-Poor Growth,” African Economic Research 
Consortium, Nairobi, 2007.  
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Economic Rights, Human development Effort and Institutions,” in 
Shareen Hertel and Lanse Minkler, eds. Economic Rights: Conceptual, Measurement, and Policy 
Issues, Cambridge University Press, (2007) pp. 182-213. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Institutions of Governance, Power Diffusion and Pro-Poor Growth 
and Policies,” African Economic Research Consortium, Poverty, Growth and Institutions, 
Nairobi: AERC 2006. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Njuguna Ndung’u, “Sporadic Ethnic Violence: Why Has Kenya 
not Experienced a Full-Blown Civil War?” in Economic Models and Case Studies of Civil War, 
edited by N. Sambanis and Paul Collier, 2006. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Ethnicity, Institutions of Governance and Conflict Avoidance,” in 
A. Fosu and P. Collier,eds. Post-Conflict Economies in Africa, Palgrave/Macmillan, 2005. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Germano Mwabu and D. Manda “Predicting Poverty: 
Methodological issues and the PRSP Process in Kenya,” (with Mwabu and Manda), Chapter 
2 in Rural Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction Policies, 2005. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, “Rent-seeking and Policing in Colonial Africa,” in 
Toyin Falora, ed. The Dark Webs: Perspectives on Colonialism in Africa, Durham: Carolina 
Academic Press, 2005. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Wilson Wasike, “Infrastructure Decentralization,” in John 
Mbaku, Suresh Saxena, (eds). Africa at the Crossroads: Between Regionalism and Globalization, 
Westport: Praeger, 2004. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku “Ethnicity, Institutions and Governance in Africa,” 
(with J. Mbaku), in Governance Prospects for Devolving Societies, (Edited by Mwangi S. Kimenyi 
and Patrick Meagher), Ashgate, 2004. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, “Ethnicity, Constitutionalism, and Governance in 
Africa,” in Ethnicity and Governance in the Third World, Edited with John Mukum Mbaku and 
Pita Ogaba Agbese, Ashgate, UK, (2001). 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Spatial Competition, Ethnicity, and the Optimal Size and 
Composition of Units of Collective Choice”, in M. Kimenyi and J. Mbaku, editors, Institutions 
and Collective Choice in Developing Countries, Ashgate Publishers, 1998. 
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Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Robert D. Tollison, “Rent-Seeking, Institutions, and Economic 
Growth”, in M. Kimenyi and J. Mbaku, editors, Institutions and Collective Choice in Developing 
Countries, Ashgate Publishers, 1998. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Wayne Brough, “Property Rights and Economic Development 
of the Sahel”, in James Dorn, editor, Economic Development after Forty Years, Washington, DC: 
Cato Institute, (1998). 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and J. D. Von Piscke, “Strategic Issues in Microfinance – 
Introduction.” in Kimenyi, Wieland and Von Pischke, Strategic Issues in Microfinance. Ashgate, 
1998, pp. 1-8. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Rent-Seeking, Stability and Institutional Reforms in Sub-Saharan 
Africa,” in Silvio Borner and Martin Paldam, editors, Political Dimensions of Economic Growth, 
International Economic Association, London : Macmillan Press, 1998, pp. 324-334. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Toward a Self-Enforcing Constitution for South Africa”, in a Way 
Out : Federalist Options for South Africa, Michael Briand, editor, Institute for Contemporary 
Studies, Vol. 1987. 
 
 
Journal Articles 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and William Shughart, “The Political Economy of Constitutional 
Change: A Study of the 2005 Kenyan Constitutional Referendum.” (With William Shughart), 
Constitutional Political Economy, 2008. 
 
Michael Bratton and Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Voting in Kenya: Putting Ethnicity in 
Perspective,” Journal of Eastern African Studies (Routledge-UK), July 2008. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Germano Mwabu, “Policy Advice During Crisis,” Journal of Third 
World Studies, Vol. XXIV (2) Fall 2007: 11-25. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Markets, Institutions and Millennium Development Goals,” Economic 
Affairs, (Institute of Economic Affairs) , Vol. 27, No. 2 (June 2007). 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Ethnicity, Governance and the Provision of Public Goods,” Journal of 
African Economies, Vol. 2006, Oxford University. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Ten Commandments of Pro-Poor Growth,” Poverty in Focus, 
International Poverty Centre, UNDP. March 2007. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Germano Mwabu and Kulundu Manda, “Human Capital 
Externalities and Private Returns to Education in Kenya,”, Eastern Economic Journal, 2006. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Germano Mwabu and Kulundu Manda “Predicting Poverty: A 
methodological Note” Journal of African Development Review, Vol. 15 No. 1. 2004. 
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Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Harmonizing Ethnic Claims in Africa: A Proposal for Ethnic-Based 
Federalism”, The Cato Journal, Vol. 18, No.1 (Spring/Summer), 1998, Pp. 43-63. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, Macroeconomic Determinants of Economic 
Growth: Further Evidence on the Role of Political Freedom”, Journal of Economic Development, 
Vol. 22, No. 2, (June 1997): 119-132. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Barriers to Economic and Political Reform in Africa”, (with J. 
Mbaku) The Independent Review, Vol. No. 1 (1996). 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Is Federalism a Viable Alternative in Kenya?” The Independent Review, 
Vol. 1 No. 1. (1996). 
 
John Mbaku and Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “Rent-Seeking and Policing in Colonial Africa”, 
(with J. Mbaku), Indian Journal of Social Science, Vol. 8 No. 3 (1995): 277-306. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku “Rents, Military Elites, and Political Democracy”, 
European Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 11, No.4, 1995. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, “Welfare, Female Headship, and Feminization of 
Poverty”, (with J. Mbaku), Southern Economic Journal, Vol. 62 No. 1 (1995): 44-52. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, “Economic Reforms in Africa: Why is it so 
Difficult?” Coexistence, Vol. 32 (1995): 119 – 136. 
 
F. Hassan , Aneesa Ismail and Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Stabilization, Structural 
Adjustment, Liberalization and Economic Growth in the Sudan”, Journal of Economic 
Development, Vol.20 No. 1 (1995): 113-129. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimeny and Robert D. Tollison “The Length of Legislative Sessions and the 
Growth of Government”, Rationality and Society, Vol. 7, No.2 (April 1995): 151-155. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, “Rent-Seeking and Institutional Stability in 
Developing Countries”, Public Choice, Vol 77 (1993): 385 – 405. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “The Politics and Economics of Black Studies,” Lincoln Review, Vol. 10, 
No. 4, (Fall-Winter 1991-1992) : 19-23. 
 
Jim Couch, Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Fiscal Illusion in Public School Finance in the United 
States”, Southern Journal of Business and Economics. Vol. 15, No. 4 (July 1992): 246 – 261. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and John Mbaku, “Dependency and Economic Development in 
Sub-Saharan Africa: A Cross-National Analysis”, Journal of Economic Development, Vol. 17, 
No.1 (June 1992): 43-69. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Rent-Seeking in the Academy: The Political Economy of Race and 
Gender Programs”, Academic Questions, Vol. 5, No.2, (Spring 1992): 41-54. 
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Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Barriers to the Efficient Functioning of Markets in Developing 
Countries,” (Konjunk politik) Journal of Applied Economics), 1991: 199-227. 
 
William Chapel, Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Walter Mayer, “The Impact of Unionization 
on the Entry of Firms: Evidence from U.S. Industries,” Journal of Labour Research, Vol.XIII. 
No.3 (1992): 274 – 283. 
 
Mark Crain and Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Old Regulations Never Fade Away: The Case of 
Vehicle Inspections,” Journal of Public Finance and Public Choice, Vol.2, 1991: 117 – 132. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Rational Choice, Culture of Poverty, and the Intergenerational 
Transmission of Welfare Dependency,” Southern Economic Journal, Vol. 57, No. 4, 1991:947 – 
960. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Pat Obi, “OPEC Conventions and Information Spread in the 
Crude Oil Futures Market”, Business and Economic Review, Vol. 4, No.2 (1991). 
 
John Conlon and Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Attitudes Towards Race and Poverty in the 
Demand for Private Education: The Case of Mississippi, The Review of Black Political Economy, 
Vol. 20, No. 2, (1991): 5-22. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Jooh Lee and William Shughart “Price-Cost Margins and Industry 
Structure in Newly Industrialized Countries”, Bulletin of Economic Research, July, 1990. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and William Shughart, “A Public Choice Analysis of Public Transit 
Operating Subsidies”, Research in Law and Economics, JAI Press, Vol. 14, (1991): 251-276. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Robert Tollison and Richard Wagner, “Regulatory Finance in 
Alternative Models of Regulation: General Fund Financing Versus Earmarked Taxation”, 
European Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 6 (1990) : 3-11. 
 
William Chapel, Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Walter Mayer, “A Poisson Probability Model 
of Entry and Market Structure with Application to U.S. Industries During 1972 – 1977”, 
Southern Economic Journal, April, 1990. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, Dwight Lee and Robert D. Tollison, “Efficient Lobbying and 
Earmarked Taxes”, Public Finance Quarterly, January 1990. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and William Shughart, “Political Succession and the Growth of 
Government.” Public Choice, Vol. 6, 1989 : 339 – 348. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Immigration and Black-White Unemployment Rates”, Journal of 
Applied Economics, Vol. 1989. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Interest Groups, Transfer-Seeking and Democratization,” American 
Journal of Economics and Sociology, July, 1989. 
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Mwangi S. Kimenyi, William Shughart and Robert Tollison, “Affirmative Action and 
Unemployment”, European Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 1988. 
  
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, William Shughart and Robert Tollison, “An Interest Group 
Theory of Population Growth”, Journal of Population Economics, Vol. 1, 1998. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “International Trade, Immiserizing Growth, and the Prisoner’s 
Dilemma”, Eastern African Economic Review, Vol. 4. No. 1. 1988. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Bureaucratic Rents and Political Institutions”, Journal of Public Finance 
and Public Choice, Vol. 3, 1987. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and William Shughart, “Economics of Suicide: Rational or Irrational 
Choice”, Atlantic Economic Journal, (Anthology), Vol. XIV, No.1, 1986. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Political Economy of Immigration Restrictions,” (with William 
Shughart and Robert Tollison), Yale Journal on Regulation, Vol. 4, No. 1 1986. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and Wayne Brough, “On the Efficient Extraction of Rents by 
Dictators”, Public Choice, Vol. 48, 1986, pp. 37 – 48 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Political Party Competition and Managerial Behaviour: An Issue 
Analysis of Parastatal Management,” East African Economic Review, Vol.1, No. 1, 1985, pp. 39-
46. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “What Do Judges Maximize?” (with William Shughart and R.D. 
Tollison), Journal of Public Finance and Public Choice, Vol. 3, 1985, pp. 180-188. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi and W.M. Crain and R.D. Tollison, “Litigation Business Cycle and 
Government Growth”, Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics, Vol. 141 1985, pp.435-
443. 
 
KIPPRA Papers 
 
 “Beer taxation in Kenya: As Assessment,” by Stephen N. Karingi, Mwangi S. Kimenyi and 
Njuguna S. Ndung’u – DP No. 6 ISBN 9966 949 09 7 (KIPPRA). 
 
“Determinants of Poverty in Kenya: household-level analysis”, by Alemayehu Geda, Niek de Jong, 
Germano Mwabu and Mwangi S. Kimenyi. DP No. ISBN 9966 949 17 8. 
(KIPPRA) 
 
Effective Private Sector Representation in Policy Formulation and Implementation, by Mwangi S. 
Kimenyi. Occasional Paper (KIPPRA) :  OP No.2. ISBN 9966 949. 
 27 5 
 
A Review of poverty and antipoverty initiatives in Kenya, By Kulundu D. Manda, Mwangi S. 
Kimenyi and Germano Mwabu. Working Papers (KIPPRA) WP No. 3.  
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ISBN 9966 949 13 5 
 
Education indicators in Kenya, by Paul K. Kimalu, Nancy Nafula, Damiano Kulundu Manda, 
Arjun S. Bedi, Germano Mwabu and Mwangi S. Kimenyi. Working Paper No. 4. ISBN 
599966 949 14 3 (KIPPRA). 
 
Agriculture, Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction, by Mwangi S. Kimenyi. Occasional Paper 
(KIPPRA). 
 
Human Capital Externalities and Returns to Education in Kenya (Damiano Manda, Germano 
mwabu and Mwangi S. Kimenyi), Discussion Paper (KIPPRA). 
 
Predicting Household Poverty: A Methodological Note with a Kenyan Example (G. Mwabu, M. 
Kimenyi and D. Manda). Discussion Paper (KIPPRA). 
 
Costs and benefits of Eliminating Child Labour in Kenya, Social Sector Division, KIPPRA 
(Working Paper 10/2003). 
 
INVITED BOOK REVIEWS : 
 
George Ayittey, Africa in Chaos, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998. Reviewed in Independent 
Review and the Freeman, forthcoming. 
 
John M. Mbaku (editor), Corruption and the Crisis of Institutional Reforms in Africa, 
Lewiston. N.Y : Edwin Meller Press, 1998, Reviewed in Public Choice, forthcoming. 
 
Eric Schansberg. How Poor Government Policy Harms the Poor , Boulder : Westview 
Press, 1997. Reviewed in the Annals of the American Academy. 1997. 
 
Mary Jo Bane and David Ellwood, Welfare Realities: From Rhetoric to form, Cambridge. 
MA: Havard University Press (with Ron Nate), reviewed in, Public Choice, 1996. 
 
Richard Zeckhauser, Strategy and Choice, (Cambridge: MIT Press), reviewed in Public Choice, 
Vol. 75, No. 2, 1993. 
 
Robert Bates, Political Economy of Rural Africa, (Berkeley: University of California Press) 
reviewed in Public Choice, Vol. 57 No.3, 1988. 
 
 
 
OTHER WRITINGS : 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi, “The Education of Thomas Sowell, Part II, “ Sauti (Afro-American 
Newsletter), Ohio University, 1982. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “The Education of Thomas Sowell,” Sauti (Afro-American 
Newsletter) Ohio University, 1982. 
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Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Free Zones: A Strategy for Promoting Economic Development”, 
Finance Magazine. April, 1986. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Privatizing Garbage,” Finance Magazine, June 1986. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Economics of Illegal Activities,” Finance Magazine, September, 1986. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Shareholders Must Hold Managers Accountable,” Jackson Clarion 
Ledger, March 1988. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Economics of the Brain Drain,” Finance Magazine, December, 1988. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “American Politics and Africa,” Finance Magazine, January, 1989. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Oil and the Economy,” Finance Magazine, 1989. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Agenda for the Next Government: Towards an Economic Blue 
Print”, Finance Magazine, March 15, 1992. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Agenda for the Next Government: Which Way for Economic 
Growth: Let the Market Decide”, Finance Magazine, May 1992. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “The Civil Service and the Economy”, Finance Magazine, July 1992. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Money, Inflation, and Economic Growth,” Finance Magazine, 
December 15, 1992. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “The Necessity for Economic Reform,” Finance Magazine, January 31, 
1993. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi “Economic Reforms in Kenya,” Finance Magazine, January 1995. 
 
Mwangi S. Kimenyi , “Two-Class Drug System Keeps Consumer Cost Down,” The 
Chronicle, February, 1995. 
 


