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Martin Indyk 
Middle East expert and former U.S. Ambassador to Israel Martin 
S. Indyk is the Director of the Saban Center for Middle East 
Policy and Senior Fellow in the Foreign Policy Studies Program 
at the Brookings Institution.  

Ambassador Indyk served two tours in Israel, the first during the 
Rabin years (1995-97), and the second (2000-June 2001) during 
efforts to achieve a comprehensive peace and stem the violence 
of the intifadah.  Prior to his first assignment in Israel, Dr. Indyk 
served as special assistant to President Clinton and as senior 
director of Near East and South Asian Affairs at the National 
Security Council (NSC).  While at the NSC, he served as principal 
adviser to the president and the National Security Adviser on 
Arab-Israeli issues, Iraq, Iran and South Asia. He was a senior member of Secretary Christopher’s 
Middle East peace team and served as the White House representative on the U.S.-Israel Science 
and Technology Commission.   In the second Clinton Administration, he was appointed Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near East Affairs, responsible for Middle East policy under Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright.  

Before entering government service, Dr. Indyk served for eight years as founding executive director 
of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.  He has also been an adjunct professor at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and has taught at the Middle East 
Institute at Columbia University, the Dayan Center for Middle East Studies at Tel Aviv University, 
and the Department of Politics at Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia. Dr. Indyk has 
published widely on U.S. policy towards the Arab-Israeli peace process and the complex 
challenges of the Middle East. 

Martin Indyk was born July 1, 1951, in London, England, and raised and educated in Australia. He 
received a bachelor of Economics degree from Sydney University in 1972 and a doctorate in 
International Relations from the Australian National University in 1977. 

He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the American Academy of Diplomacy.  He 
is Chairman of the International Council of the New Israel Fund, Vice-President of the American 
Friends of the Rabin Center and serves on the boards of Freedom from Hunger, the Lowy Institute 
for International Policy and the Sydney University Graduate School of Government.  


