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Furman has worked in several public policy positions. He served as Special Assistant to the 
President for Economic Policy in the Clinton Administration where he chaired the interagency 
technical working group on Social Security reform and was the principal White House staff member 
responsible for budget and tax issues. Earlier in the Administration, Furman served as a Staff 
Economist at the Council of Economic Advisers and a Senior Director at the National Economic 
Council. Furman also served as Senior Economic Adviser to the Chief Economist of the World 
Bank, where he co-wrote (with Nobel Prize Laureate Joseph Stiglitz) one of the more widely cited 
papers on the East Asian financial crisis.  

Furman has taught at Yale, Columbia, and NYU’s Wagner School. In addition, he was previously 
Senior Fellow at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. He has written numerous papers and 
articles on economic issues and testified frequently before Congress. Furman received his Ph.D. in 
economics from Harvard University.  
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