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DANIEL BENJAMIN 
 
Daniel Benjamin was named director of the Center on the United States and Europe and a senior 
fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution in December 2006. His scholarly 
interests include American foreign policy, European affairs, terrorism, the Middle East and 
South Asia. 
 
Prior to joining Brookings, Benjamin spent six years as a senior fellow in the International 
Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.  From 1994 to1999, 
Daniel Benjamin served on the National Security Council staff.  As director for transnational 
threats in 1998-1999, he was responsible for keeping the President and the National Security 
Advisor briefed and prepared with policy options regarding terrorism and for helping manage 
interagency counterterrorism coordination.  From 1994-1997, he served as foreign policy 
speechwriter and special assistant to President Clinton.  His areas of specialization included the 
Middle East, European and NATO affairs, military affairs – including arms control and 
disarmament – Northern Ireland, Africa and international trade.   
 
Together with Steven Simon, Daniel Benjamin has written two books.   The Age of Sacred 
Terror was published by Random House in 2002 and documents the rise of religiously motivated 
terrorism and American efforts to combat it.  The Age of Sacred Terror was named a New York 
Times Notable Book of 2002 and was given the Arthur Ross Book Award of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, the largest U.S. prize for a book on international affairs.   The Next Attack: 
The Failure of the War on Terror and a Strategy for Getting it Right, was published by 
Holt/Times Books in 2005 and named a Washington Post “Best Book” of 2005.  He also edited 
America and the World in the Age of Terror: A New Landscape of in International Relations 
(CSIS, 2005). He has appeared frequently on the nightly news broadcasts of all the major 
networks and the Lehrer News Hour and been on such shows as Frontline, 60 Minutes, 
Nightline, This Week with George Stephanopoulos and Fox News Sunday.   He has published 
numerous articles in The New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, TIME 
Magazine and Slate, among others.    
 
Daniel Benjamin holds degrees from Harvard and Oxford, where he was a Marshall Scholar.   

 

 
 


