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Michael S. Barr is Professor of Law at the University of Michigan Law School, where he teaches Financial 
Institutions, International Finance, Jurisdiction and Choice of Law, Transnational Law, and Finance and 
Development. Barr is also a nonresident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.   
 
Barr is currently engaged in a large-scale survey of low- and moderate-income households about financial 
services as the Faculty Investigator for the Detroit Area Household Financial Services Study, being conducted 
with the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan.   
 
His recent publications include Global Administrative Law: The View from Basel,  17 EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 15 (2006) (with G. Miller);  Credit Where it Counts: The Community Reinvestment Act 
and its Critics, 80 NEW YORK UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 513 (2005); Modes of Credit Market Regulation, and 
Institutions and Inclusion in Saving Policy (with M. Sherraden), in BUILDING ASSETS, BUILDING CREDIT: 
CREATING WEALTH IN LOW-INCOME COMMUNITIES (N. Retsinas and E. Belsky, eds., Brookings Press, 2005); 
Banking the Poor, 21 YALE JOURNAL ON REGULATION 121 (2004); and Microfinance and Financial 
Development, 26 MICHIGAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 271 (2004). 
 
Barr recently co-organized the World Bank’s conference “Access to Finance: Building Inclusive Financial 
Systems,” and is co-editor (with Anjali Kumar and Bob Litan) of a forthcoming Brookings Press volume based 
on the conference. 
  
Barr served in senior positions in the U.S. government from 1994 to 2001: Special Adviser and Counselor on 
the Policy Planning Staff of the State Department, Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin’s Special Assistant, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Community Development Policy, and Special Adviser to 
President William J. Clinton.  Barr helped to develop and enact over $25 billion in initiatives to expand access 
to capital and financial services for low- and moderate-income communities. 
 
He earned a B.A., summa cum laude, with Honors in History, from Yale University, an M. Phil. in International 
Relations from Oxford University, as a Rhodes Scholar, and a J.D. from Yale Law School.  Barr clerked for 
then-District Court Judge Pierre N. Leval in New York, and for Justice David H. Souter of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

 


