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PROGRAMS

Chdllenging Stereotypes and Breaking
Barriers: The Role of Arts and Culture in the
U.S.-Muslim World Relationship

October 19, 2008

The role of arts and culture in bridging
the US. — Muslim world divide was
examined on a panel featuring Stephen
Grand, director of the Saban Center at
Brookings Project on U.S. Relations with
the Islamic World, Ambassador Cynthia
Schneider, director of the Project on
U.S. Relations with the Islamic World Arts
and Culture Initiative, and Pelin Turgut,
correspondent for TIME magazine and
co-founder of the If Istanbul International
Independent Film Festival. The discussion
referenced Ambassador Schneider’s
latest publication, “Mightier than the
Sword: Arts and Culture in the U.S.-Muslim
World Relationship,” and emphasized the
role of cultural diplomacy and private
artsinitiatives in breaking stereotypes and
forming important bridges of friendship
and trust between the U.S. and
Muslim world.

The Next U.S. President and the Middle East?
October 15, 2008

In the first post-Ramadan Brookings
Doha event, Ambassador Martin Indyk,
Director of the Saban Center for Middle
East Policy at Brookings, spoke about
the challenges and responsibilities
facing the next U.S. administration in
the Middle East. Ambassador Indyk
advised the next administration fo follow
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a “strategic realignment” approach by
which  America no longer expends
its energy in Iraq at the expense of
other pressing situations, especially in
Afghanistan. He also stressed that the U.S.
must re-exert serious efforfs on working
fowards not only peace between Israel
and the Palestinians, but also peace
between Israel and Syria and Israel and
Lebanon. He made the case that there
would be a need to deal with the issues
surrounding a nuclear Iran. Ambassador
Indyk urged the next U.S. president fo
rebuild an international consensus and
reach beyond America’s traditional
allies so that any work undertaken in the
region is made more credible by support
from the global community.

The U.S. Elections: How Americans Will Vote
October 29, 2008

Brookings Doha organized its first video-
conferencing event, linking its audience
in Qatfar with Brookings headquarters
in  Washington DC. Speaking from
Doha was Jerry Leach, director of
the American Studies Center aft
the American University in Cairo,
while  Thomas Mann, W. Averell
Harriman Chair and senior fellow in
the Governance Studies Program at
Brookings, = addressed  participants
via live video from DC. The discussion
included details about what has
made this elecfion unique, some
of the key differences between the
candidates, and what the proposed
policies could mean for the future of
the Middle East. Hady Amr, director of
the BrookingsDoha Centfer and Saban
Center fellow, moderated the discussion.

Both speakers concurred that this was
one of the most exciting and closely
followed elections in recent memory
and that the broad feeling in the country
was that Barack Obama would be the
next President of the United States.

The Results of the U.S. Election
November 5, 2008
Just hours after the results of the U.S.

elections were outf, the Brookings
Doha Centfer organized an informal
in-house lunchtime event fo discuss
the election results by which Senator
Barack Obama was voted first African
American President of the United
States . Over pizza and with live CNN
coverage in the background, the
audience, which included a large
sfudent group, participated avidly
in the open debate with Hady Amr,
director of the Brookings Doha Centfer,
moderating and answering questions
on the American electoral process.
The discussion, which went well over
two hours, tackled the historical
significance of this election as well



as the responsibilities and challenges
facing

the next administration.
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U.S. Islamic World Regional Forum
October 13 — 14, Kuala Lumpur

In partnership with The Asia Foundation
and ISIS Malaysia, the Saban Center
at Brookings Project on U.S. Relations
with the Islamic World co-hosted a
South East Asia regional forum in Kuala
Lumpur. Among fthe many speakers
were the Honorable Abdallah Ahmad
Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia, Tun
Musa Hitam, Chairman of the World
Islamic Economic Forum and Brookings
Doha Infernational Advisory Council
Member, and Ambassador Carlos
Pascual, Vice President of Brookings for
Foreign Policy Studies. His Excellency
Muhammad  Abdallah  Mutib Al
Rumaihi, Assistfant Foreign Minister
for Follow-Up Affairs for the State of
Qatar, addressed the forum'’s security
dialogue convened by Ambassador
Martin Indyk, Director of the Saban
Center and Tan Sri Mohamed Jawhar
Hassan, CEO of ISIS Malaysia. Brookings
Doha Director, Hady Amr, and The Asia
Foundation Indonesia Counftry Director,
Robin Bush, also co-convened a
dialogue on Human Development and
Social Change.

New Directions

October 20, 2008

Dr. Stephen Grand, director of the
Saban Center at Brookings Project on
U.S. Relations with the Islamic World
fraveled to Qatar in October to unvell
“The Doha Compact: New Direcfions:
America and the Muslim World.”
The compact addresses both flashpoint
issuesthatdivide the U.S. and the Muslim
world like Irag and Afghanistan, as well
as education and public diplomacy.
Signatories include leading members
of civil society from the U.S. and the
Muslim world.

Public Diplomacy and the War of Ideas:
Agendas for the Next Administration
September 30, 2008

Hady Amr, Brookings Doha Center
director and Saban Center fellow,
participated on a George Washington
University panel to address the
practical and intellectual outreach
policy challenges that the next U.S.
administration will most likely inherit.
Also on the panel were Michael Doran,
deputy assistant secretary of defense
for support to public diplomacy, Kristin

Lord, fellow at the Brookings Project on
U.S. Relatfions with the Islamic World,
and Marc Lynch, co-director of the
Institute for Public Diplomacy and
Global Communications at George
Washington University.

Council on Foreign Relations Term
Member Iftar Dinner: Faith and Diplomacy
September 16, 2008

Hady Amr, director of the Brookings
Doha Center and fellow at the Saban
Center for Middle East Policy at the
Brookings Institution, fraveled fto
Washington during Raomadan where he
hosted a Council on Foreign Relations
term member Iftar at the Washington
Club. The Iftar was addressed by Imam
Yahya Hendi, Muslim Chaplin af
Georgetown University and Reverend
Ryan J. Maher, Assistant Dean of
Georgetown College at Georgetown
University. The discussion focused on the
infersection of faith and diplomacy in
foreign policy.

Brookings Doha will be hosting up fo
three scholars from the U.S. or the Muslim
world each year for three to six months
each. Visiting Fellows will conduct
individual research and collaborative
activities, with the express purpose
of completing an analysis paper that
falls within one of the three areas of
the center's work: (i) Governance
Issues (i) Human Development and (iii)
International Affairs.

BROOKINGS WASHINGTON

Memo to the President:

Lead With Confidence

Brookings Transition Event

Brookings held the first of twelve events to
provide timely policy recommendations
and advice to the incoming president and
his transition feam. Darrell West offered a
public memo to the president-elect with
advice on bringing a polarized electorate
together, the first of twelve Brookings
memos on the most crucial public policy
priorities. He was joined by former White
House chiefs of staff Ken Duberstein and
Leon Panetfta; Brooking Senior Fellow
Stephen Hess; and other experts.

Global Financial Crisis:

What Should the U.S. Show the World?
Yeongseop Rhee,

The Brookings Institution

Brookings Nonresident Fellow Yeongseop
Rhee writes that the current financial
crisis calls fo mind the 1997 - 1998
Asian crisis. At that time, the U.S. and
international organizations blamed
Asian countries for their plight and
prescribed harsh measures for fixing
the situation. Dr. Rhee argues that now
the U.S. must follow its own advice fo
maintain its leadership position.

INTERNATIONAL

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr
Al-Thani (Chair)
Strobe Talbott (Co-Chair)

Madeleine Albright « Samuel Berger
Zbigniew Brzezinski « Edward P. Djerejian
Vartan Gregorian * Wajahat Habibullah

Musa Hitam ¢ Pervez Hoodbhoy
Rima Khalaf Hunaidi « Rami Khouri
Nemir Kirdar ¢ Atta ur Rahman
Ismail Serageldin ¢« Anne-Marie Slaughter
Fareed Zakaria

The Brookings Doha Center, a
project of the Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at the Brookings
Instifution, undertakes research on
the socioeconomic and geopolitical
issues facing Muslim-majority states
and communities, and encourages
increased dialogue between policy
makers from the U.S. and the
Muslim world. The Brookings Doha
Center was established through the
vision and support of H.H. Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir
of the State of Qatar, and reflects
the commitment of the Brookings
Institution to become a truly global
think tank. Launched in 2007, the
center was formally inaugurated
by H.E. Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim
bin Jabr Al-Thani, Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State
of Qatar on February 17th, 2008.

OUR TEAM

B Hady Amr
Director, Brookings Doha Center
Fellow, Saban Center for Middle East Policy
at the Brookings Institution

®  Nadine Masri
Budget and Administration Manager

B Alexandra Raphel
Staff Assistant

m Kais Sharif
Assistant to the Director

m Hiba Zeino
Communications Coordinator

PO Box 22694, Doha, State of Qatar
T. +974 422 7800

F. +974 422 7801
dohacenter@brookings.edu
www.brookings.edu/dohacenter
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