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The Brookings Doha Center was inaugurated by H.E. Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
State of Qatar, on February 18th, 2008, together with Carlos Pascual, Brookings Vice President for Foreign Policy Studies, Martin Indyk, Director of the
Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings, and Hady Amr, Director of the Brookings Doha Center.
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The Brookings Doha Center, a project of
the Saban Center for Middle East Policy
at the Brookings Institution, undertakes
research on the socioeconomic and
geopolitical issues facing Muslim-
majority  states and communities,
and encourages increased dialogue
between policy makers from the U.S.
and the Muslim world.

The Brookings Doha Center was
established through the vision and
support of H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir of the State of
Qatar, and reflects the commitment of
the Brookings Institution to become a
fruly global think tank.

Launched in 2007, the center was
formally inaugurated by H.E. Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani,
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the State of Qatar on February
18th, 2008.

PROGRAMS

Forward or Backward? The 2008 Arab
Satellite TV Charter and the Future of
Arab Mediaq, Society, and Democracy
March 17, 2008

The Brookings Doha Centfer hosted a
distinguished panel fo address the topic of

the Arab Satellite TV Charter passed
in Cairo on February 12, 2008. The
discussion was moderated by Hady
Amr, director of the Brookings Doha
Centerandfellowatthe SabanCenter
for Middle East Policy. Guest speakers
on the panel included lbrahim Helal,

deputy managing director of Al
Jazeera English; Saad Eddin Ibrahim,
professor of political sociology at
the American University in Cairo and
distinguished visiting professor at
Istanbul KUltor University; and Michael
Ratney, American chargé d'affaires
in Qatar. The debate focused on
the content of the recent Arab
Satellite TV Charter with the speakers
addressing potential repercussions of
the charter on journdalistic practices
and civil society in the Arab world
and comparing and confrasting the



new regulatory document to media
laws in the United States.

America and the Middle East: The
Role of Public Opinion

May 15, 2008

Dr. Shibley Telhami, Saban Cenfer
nonresident  senior fellow and
Anwar Sadat Professor for Peace
and Development at the University
of Maryland, spoke at the first
in-house Brookings Doha Center policy
luncheon. The discussion focused on
Dr. Telhami’s latest academic polling
on public attitudes in Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia,

and the United Arab Emirates. The
2008 Arab Public Opinion Poll focused
on several policy areas including

the warinIraq, views of AlQaeda, Iran's
nuclear program, the Arab - Israeli
conflict, views of Israel, Palestinian
domestic politics, Lebanese politics,
attitudes towards the U.S., global
powers and leaders, as well as media
viewership.

Rising Oil Prices and the Growth of
Gulf Sovereign Wealth Funds

May 26, 2008

The Brookings Doha Center hosted
Dr. Brad Setser, Council on Foreign
Relations Fellow at the Maurice R.
Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic
Studies, for a policy Iluncheon.
The discussion focused on the
rapid growth of Sovereign Wealth
Funds throughout the world and
their financial impact on world
markets and U.S. policy. Within the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries, the growth in Sovereign
Wealth Funds has been driven by the
rapid rise in oil prices from $16 a barrel
at the end of 2001 to about $130
per barrel in May 2008. The policy
luncheon drew participants from the
business and banking sectors in Qatar
as well as leading academics.

The Future of Democracy, Human
Rights, and Labor Rights in the Gulf
June 11, 2008

Inthe context of the recently released
2007 Report on Human Rights
Practices and the 2008 Trafficking in
Persons Report by the United States
Department of State, the Brookings
Doha Center organized a policy
discussion with U.S. Deputy Assistant

Secretary of State for Democracy,

Human Rights, and Labor, Erica
Barks-Ruggles, to speak on the
subject of human rights in the Guilf.
The discussion took place on the
premises of the Brookings Doha
Center and was moderated by Hady
Amr, director of the Brookings Doha
Center and fellow at the Saban
Center. Barks-Ruggles explained
that there were three essenfial and
mutually reinforcing elements of
a truly free counftry: free and fair
electoral processes, accountable
institutions under the rule of law, and
a robust civil society, including non-
governmental organizations and
independent media. Barks-Ruggles
also spoke of the growing role of
women in Qatar and of labor laws in
the GCC.

PUBLICATIONS

Human Development in the Muslim World
Hady Amr, Katherine Marshall, and
Dalia Mogahed

This publication is part of the Doha
Discussion Papers written specifically
for the U.S. — Islamic World Forum'’s
Human Development and Social
Change task force, where the
discussion this year was to examine
the linkages between economic
development, political development,
democracy, and social stability in
the Muslim world, and examine why
this matter should be important to
the United States and the broader
international community.

A Strategic Look at U.S.-Muslim

World Relations

Peter W. Singer with M.J. Akbar and
Kurt M. Campbell

This publication is part of the Doha
Discussion Papers and was written
specifically for the U.S. — Islamic World
Forum’s Security task force. Among
the several security issues that the
paper discusses are: the status of
strategic relations between the
United States and Muslim states and
communities, the security situation in
the Gulf, and the status of the
so-called “war on terrorism”.

Reform in the Muslim World: The Role
of Islamists and Outside Powers
Shibley Telhami

This paper renews discussion of
America's confinued attempts at
spreading democracy in the Muslim
World, and the popular reception of
such initiatives in countries that

they target.

A New Millennium of Knowledge? The
Arab Human Development Report on
Building a Knowledge Society,

Five Years On

Kristin M. Lord

Kristin Lord assesses what has
happened in the five years since
the 2003 Arab Human Development
Reportwas published, whatsuccesses
fowards building a knowledge society
have been achieved, what work
remains, and what has failed.

To Win the “War on Terror”

We Must First Win the “War of Ideas”:
Here's How

Hady Amr and Peter W.Singer
Published in the Annals of the
American Academy of Political and
Social Science

This article addresses the critical
role that public diplomacy plays in
improving the deteriorating image of
the United States in the Muslim world.
The authors argue that both public
diplomacy and policies are vital to
U.S. success in the war on terrorism.

The Brookings Doha Center
announced the launch of its Visiting
Fellows program which will host up
to three scholars from the U.S. or the
Muslim world per year. Visiting Fellows
will conduct individual research and
collaborative activities, with the
express purpose of completing an
analysis paper that falls within one of
the three areas of the center’s work:
(i) Governance Issues (i) Human
Development and (iii) International
Affairs. For more information, please
visit www.brookings.edu/dohacenter

B Hady Amr
Director of the Brookings Doha Center
Fellow at the Saban Center for Middle East
Policy at the Brookings Institution

m Diana Jalloul
Budget and Administration Manager

B Alexandra Raphel
Staff Assistant

m Kais Sharif
Assistant to the Director

B Hiba Zeino
Communications Coordinator
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