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Learning Metrics Task Force  
Partner Activities – Update  
October 2014 
 
This represents a quarterly compendium of activities among partner organisations that help to 
contribute to the five key results identified in November 2013. These activities compiled by the LMTF 
Secretariat are not “LMTF activities” per se, but rather represent a compilation of activities by LMTF 
partner organizations that are pertinent to these five results. 
 
 

Result 1 – Technical: Indicators in each of the areas recommended for global tracking are developed by partners.  

Learning for All/Age and Education Matter for Learning 

 The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on post-2015 education indicators released a guidance note for indicators 
linked to the OWG education targets. The TAG met on 3 October to discuss next technical outputs, communication 
and consultation with stakeholders. Preliminary data from the UIS Catalogue for Learning Assessments is being 
used to explore options for developing learning-related indicators. For further information, contact Maya Prince 
(m.prince@unesco.org).  

 The TAG has been working on the review and proposal of post-2015 targets and indicators in three thematic areas: 
1) access, completion and quality education provision; 2) learning outcomes; and 3) equity. Learning for All and Age 
Matters for Learning indicators will be reviewed under the first thematic area.   

  

Reading  

 The World Bank and the UIS convened a meeting in March 2014 of reading and assessment experts to identify 
possible indicators for monitoring reading in early grades and at the end of primary education (QI). Since then a 
strategy for establishing global metric for reading and numeracy is currently being developed with ACER – a new 
advisory board and project meeting is being planned. For further information, contact Maya Prince 
(m.prince@unesco.org). 

Numeracy 

 KICE, BMZ/GIZ and the UIS coordinated a virtual Working Group on Numeracy Indicators and identified and 
documented potential indicators related to numeracy in early grades and at the end of primary education. The 
recommendations report is available online and was discussed at the “Working towards a post-2015 agenda – 
Measurement of learning in numeracy and beyond” Webinar organized by BMZ/GIZ, Save the Children and the 
Global Partnership for Education. For those interested in further information and updates on this group activity, 
please contact Lena Maechel (lena.maechel@giz.de), Mikyung Kim (mikyung32@kice.re.kr) or Maya Prince 
(m.prince@unesco.org). 

Breadth of Learning Opportunities 

 No updates since April 2014. Funding opportunities and partners are still being identified to support the proposal 
for developing a toolkit to examine the planned, implemented and experienced curricula at the school and 
classroom level.  This would begin with a mapping of existing classroom and teacher observation measures to the 
seven domains and subdomains.  For more information please contact Seamus Hegarty 
(seamus.hegarty@talktalk.net). 

Global Citizenship 

 The GEFI Youth Advisory Group (YAG), CUE and UNESCO are convening a global citizenship working group with 
support from UNICEF.  The convening agencies held an in-person meeting in Bogota, Colombia in July 2014 with the 
working group co-chairs and a subset of working group members. The meeting was hosted by the Secretary of 
Education for Bogota and members agreed on eight key competencies which will be the subject of further dialogue 
with youth in late 2015.  For more information please contact Kate Anderson (ksimons@brookings.edu). 

  UNESCO is developing a Global Citizenship Education (GCED) Guiding Framework with age specific topics and 
learning objectives. The document is intended to support Member States in mainstreaming global citizenship 
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education in their education systems, and it is intended for use by policy makers, curriculum planners and other 
education stakeholders in the formal and non-formal sector.  To assist with the development of the document, 
UNESCO has convened an Expert Advisory Group with experts from different parts of the world, to review the 
document and ensure cultural and geographical relevance and sensitivity. The document will provide a broad 
guiding framework that can be tailored and adapted as appropriate for different local, national and regional 
contexts. 

 UNESCO is also facilitating discussions on the global monitoring of GCED in the context of the post-2015 education 
agenda. Priority areas for measurement have been identified and preliminary indicators are being considered in 
consultation with expert communities such as the TAG, the LMTF WG on GCE and on the occasion of the regional 
post 2015 EFA consultations.  

 UNESCO will hold the 2nd Forum on Global Citizenship Education in Paris (28-30 January 2015). 

 UNESCO is developing a clearinghouse on global citizenship education that will gather relevant resources from 
around the world. The clearinghouse will be launched during the 2nd Global forum on Global Citizenship Education in 
January 2015. 

Ready to Learn/ECD  

 UNESCO and UNICEF, in partnership with the World Bank and CUE, have begun work on measuring child 
development and learning at school entry, and quality of young children’s learning environments. UNESCO and 
UNICEF lead the technical development work, and together with the International Step by Step Association and 
the Bernard van Leer Foundation convened a meeting of experts in ECD program quality measurement in Leiden, 
the Netherlands on September 10-12 2014. A technical advisory group (TAG) was recently convened of experts who 
have developed cross-national tools to measure child development and learning in the years prior to primary school 
entry. This group will meet in Paris in October 2014. The focus of this work is on building systems to measure and 
improve ECD program quality and learning outcomes. It will align with current measurement efforts to use existing 
tools, pilot new ones, and examine options for institutionalizing measurement in national systems.  As the 
measures are developed and then field-tested in early 2015, the World Bank and CUE will play key roles in 
convening national and global stakeholders to inform the measures’ development and promoting the use of ECD 
measures at scale. For inquiries on the technical work, contact Abbie Raikes (a.raikes@unesco.org) and for overall 

project queries, contact Tamar Manuelyan Atinc (tatinc@brookings.edu). 
 Because children’s learning and development at the start of school is strongly influenced by health, nutrition, and 

contextual factors, the “readiness to learn” measures will also be informed by on-going technical work on a birth to 
age 8 measurement framework. Plans are underway for a joint UNESCO, World Health Organization, and UNICEF 
effort to ensure synergies between existing and new indicators of children’s development and learning and 
contextual factors, from infancy through the first years of primary school. For more information, contact Abbie 
Raikes (a.raikes@unesco.org). 

Equity 

 As part of a Technical Advisory Group on Post-2015 indicators, experts from the OECD, UIS, UNESCO, UNICEF, and 
the World Bank will prepare recommendations on indicators on education inequality. A review of current EFA 
targets was presented at the Global Education Meeting in Muscat, Oman from 11-14 May 2014; an overview of key 
issues for monitoring education inequalities the post-2015 targets was presented at the Open Working Group, SDSN 
and Global Partnership for Education Replenishment meetings in June. A more detailed technical guide on 
indicators of inequalities in education opportunity and consultation is planned for the run-up to the Global EFA 
meeting in Seoul, Korea in May 2015. For further information, contact Albert Motivans (a.motivans@unesco.org). 

 In November 2014 UNICEF and UIS will produce an OOSCI Operational Manual, a step-by-step guide to conduct 
studies on out-of-school children data and policy. It features new indicators and tools for analysis of data and 
barriers to education to identify the root causes of disparities in school participation and sound evidence-based 
policies to address them. In January 2015, UIS and UNICEF will jointly publish Fixing the Broken Promise of 
Education For All: Findings From The Global Initiative On Out-Of-School Children, a global report on out-of-school 
children which brings together the latest research on barriers and policy recommendations from OOSCI studies and 
from commissioned experts on populations disadvantaged in education: children from the poorest households, 
children with disabilities, children in conflict, girls, linguistic minorities and child labourers. For more information, 
contact Mark Waltham (mwaltham@unicef.org) or Friedrich Huebler (f.huebler@unesco.org). 

 UNICEF will continue its advocacy on the importance of an equity focus in terms of analysis of assessment data, its 
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dissemination and required responses for the most marginalised. For more information contact Changu 
Mannathoko (cmannathoko@unicef.org).    

Result 2 – Institutional: At least 10 countries use task force recommendations to support country-level work on 
learning assessment and use of assessment data to improve learning. 

 Fifteen Learning Champions were selected :  

 Botswana  Senegal  Palestine  Argentina (Buenos Aires) 
 Kenya  Tunisia  Pakistan  Colombia (Bogotá) 
 Ethiopia  Sudan  Nepal  Canada (Ontario) 
 Rwanda  Zambia  Kyrgyz Republic  

 

 The Learning Champion Framework was created to provide an overview of the in country-level process to: convene 
stakeholders; diagnose the quality of their assessment systems; and assess the necessary technical and financial 
resources required to improve learning measurement and outcomes. At the end of the Learning Champion 
initiative, the goal is to have: 1)Plans developed and implemented in 15 countries to improve measurement and 
learning outcomes based on the LMTF recommendations; 2) A set of validated, practical tools that governments 
and other national stakeholders can use to adapt the LMTF recommendations to their national or sub-national 
contexts; 3) 15 case studies describing how the Learning Champions built consensus on national priorities around 
learning assessment and outcomes and started elaborating national plans for strengthening learning assessment; 
and 4) Regional networks activated through which the first cohort of Learning Champions will continue 
collaborating and mentor new countries. 
 

 The LMTF Learning Champion Working Group will launch in October 2014. The LMTF Secretariat along with LC 
Working Group Co-chairs Josh Muskin from Aga Khan Foundation and Dzingai Mutumbuka of ADEA agreed to co-
chair this working group. The LC working group will work together to support each Learning Champion to develop 
and implement a plan to improve national assessment systems, including the use of data to improve learning and to 
accompany the full group of Learning Champions to derive lessons, strategies and products to support the broader 
experimentation with and extension of the LMTF domains of learning and areas of measurement.  The Working 
Group will consist of Learning Champion technical experts (15 – one from each Learning Champion), technical 
experts with cross-national and regional experience (10 from LMTF Partner organizations), the Learning Champion 
Working Group Co-Chairs and the LMTF Secretariat (CUE). 

 Kick off calls and meetings with the 15 Learning Champions have begun, led by Josh Muskin and Dzingai 
Mutumbuka. In July, Kenyan Learning Champion partners including MoE, KEPSHA and WERK held a launch at the 
Ministry of Education for the initiative, attended by the LMTF Secretariat and ADEA. The LMTF Secretariat met with 
stakeholders in Zambia, including the MoE, Camfed, DfID, UNICEF, and the USAID-Read to Succeed Project to begin 
planning for LC work in Zambia. For more information contact Preethi Nampoothiri (pnampoothiri@brookings.edu).   

 Partners are getting a range of activities in countries and regional organizations underway, included in the list 
below, if you would like to add your updates to the list, please email: LearningMetrics@brookings.edu.  

 Agence Française de Développement – AFD is providing regional level support including the financing of PASEC 
assessments and capacity building in 10 African countries as well as support to developing sector analysis, 
knowledge production and capacity building with Pôle de Dakar. Other activities include teacher training and 
early grade learning. For more information contact Valérie Tehio (tehiov@afd.fr ). 

 ALECSO has a multi country program focusing on adult literacy. In addition, as conveners of the ARAIEQ and in 
partnership with the NGO Arab Resource Collective, ALECSO trained trainers and decision makers on ECD 
topics.  As part of ARAIEQ and in partnership with the NGO INJAZ Al Arab, a strategy was developed for the 
integration of entrepreneurship education and 21st Century skills into curricula. This strategy will be piloted in 
two Arab countries during the end of 2014/early 2015). In addition, ARAIEQ in partnership with CNTE Tunis, has 
developed tools to assess ICT integration in education. For more information please visit www.araieq-alecso.org 
or e-mail contact@araieq-alecso.org 

 Southeast Asia: In 2012, UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO) initiated the South East Asia Primary 
Learning Metric (SEA-PLM) initiative. The SEA-PLM works closely with the SEAMEO Secretariat and has used the 7 
LMTF domains to analyze curriculum across countries in the region. The metric targets grade 5 and will be the first 
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of its kind to be based on shared ASEAN values and aims at providing assessment of higher level of complexity and 
mastery of content in three key domains: Literacy, Numeracy and Global Citizenship. The official launch of the SEA-
PLM was held on October 20th with high-level participation including Ministers of Education from Brunei, 
Darussalam and Cambodia as well as the Deputy Minister of MOES from Lao PDR. The SEA-PLM Secretariat will be 
working with ACER to develop the tools and metrics.  

 The SEAMEO Secretariat and SEAMEO RECSAM are starting up a new project to develop a SEAMEO education 
(regional) curriculum and standards (SEAMEO Basic Education Standards (SEA-BES)).  A consultative meeting on 
SEA-BES and SEA-PLM will be held in Penang from November 4-5. The expected outcome of the meeting is to take 
stock of the development in the region curriculum standards and to agree on the way forward for the SEA-BES. For 
more information please contact Camilla Woeldike (cwoeldike@unicef.org).   

 ADEA is working to set an Inter-Country Quality Nodes (ICQNs) in Africa on Teaching and Learning. The ICQN will 
accumulate information on innovative educational experiences in Africa and work with a group of countries in the 
region to apply this experience to their national contexts. During a recent visit by ADEA and CUE, the MoE in 
Rwanda has expressed its interest in hosting this hub, which will work closely with LMTF Learning Champions in the 
region. For more information contact Dzingai Mutumbuka (dzingaimutumbuka@gmail.com)  

 Camfed is engaging with the Ministry of Education, Science, Vocational Training and Early Education (MESVTEE) in 
Zambia’s development as an LMTF Learning Champion country.  They have also been collaborating with 
examination councils in Zimbabwe and Tanzania (ZIMSEC, NECTA) regarding use of learning assessments at the 
secondary level. They conducted a major learning assessment in Maths and English in February/March 2014 for 
Form 2s in 122 secondary schools across 9 rural districts. Currently they are working with the Examinations Council 
in Zambia to roll out a Grade 5 learning assessment in remote rural schools, tracking a cohort of 3,151 marginalized 
girls in 178 schools to the end of primary school. As well as Maths and English, this is assessing academic self-
esteem, civic values/behaviors, and classroom cooperation. For more information contact Lucy Lake 
(llake@camfed.org) 

 CAMA (the Camfed Association – a pan African network of more than 24,000 young women secondary school 
graduates) is participating in the Global Citizenship Education working group to contribute the views and inputs 
of young people from rural communities. 
 

Result 3 – Political: The post-2015 global development and education agendas are informed by task force 
recommendations. 

 EFA Steering Committee met in Paris, October 9-10
th

. Regional EFA consultations will be held:  

 Latin America and Caribbean - 30-31
st

 October 2014 (Lima) + GCE regional coalition meeting just before (details 
TBC).    

 Arab States – 17-19
th

 November 2014 (Kuwait).   

 Europe and North America – 3-4
th

 December 2014 (Paris).   

 Africa – 9-10
th

 February 2015 (Kigali).   

 LMTF partners continue to conduct post-2015 outreach, including: 

 Provide inputs, through UIS and UNESCO, to EFA Steering Committee.   

 Providing inputs into the Open Working Group process. 

 Providing inputs into the SDSN and UNDG consultation process. 

 BMZ/GIZ gave a presentation on the activities of LMTF during the session on the post-2015 debate at the EU 
Education Experts Meeting on June 3

rd
 in Brussels 

 ALECSO is working with the goals under the Plan for the Development of Education in the Arab World, which spans 
till 2018.  

 UNICEF continues to play a role in the Technical Support Team of the OWG on SDGs, on the EFA Steering 
Committee, and as part of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on post-2015 education targets. It is working with 
other partners to help align the Muscat Agreement with the Outcome Document of the OWG on SDGs. 

  

Result 4 – Assessment as a Public Good: A strategy is developed for advancing an agenda in which learning data 
is supported as a global public interest. 
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 The GPE Secretariat has worked closely with LMTF partners on the development of a concept paper for an 
International Platform for Assessing Learning (IPAL) presented at the meeting in Brussels this June. Based on the 
feedback of this meeting, further work has been done to have a more detailed document as a basis for discussion. 
Thus a draft concept note will be circulated soon to several partners for initial discussion, and then to the LMTF 
advisory group. It is expected that IPAL will support the building of national and regional capacity for assessing 
learning particularly in developing countries, financially and technically. For further information please contact 
Jean-Marc Bernard (jbernard@globalpartnership.org). 

 GIZ/BMZ commissioned a landscape review of “Assessment Tools for Numeracy Education in Pre-School and Early 
Grades” to make information on the variety of tools and their characteristics publically available. A data bank will 
soon be launched to make this information accessible globally. 

 UIS launched the Catalogue of Learning Assessments to collect information on the public examinations, national 
and international assessments that countries are administering to monitor learning levels of their student 
populations. Data includes information on assessment purpose, stakeholders involved, sampling, test format, use of 
assessment, and data dissemination. Data from the catalogue will be used to develop global indicators for 
monitoring learning outcomes measurements and their characteristics. The Catalogue will be updated periodically 
and is expected to be launched for 30 countries in January 2015.  For further information contact Maya Prince 
(m.prince@unesco.org).  

 UNICEF continues to support the South East Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) who has 
established a Network on Education Quality Monitoring in the Asia-Pacific (NEQMAP) together with a group of 
LMTF partners to define regional goals for learning and share resources for measurement. For more information 
contact Changu Mannathoko (cmannathoko@unicef.org).   

  

Result 5 – Knowledge Sharing: Actors and experts in learning assessment share knowledge and coordinate 
efforts. 

 The Learning Metrics Task Force met from June 23 - 24, 2014 in Brussels, Belgium to share progress on the five key 

results and decide on key actions for moving LMTF 2.0 forward.   

 The next Learning Metrics Task Force in person meeting will be held from February 4th to 6th in Kigali, Rwanda. This 

meeting is strategically timed to coincide with the EFA Regional Consultation in Kigali February 9 – 11. 

 Overseas Development Institute (ODI), DfID, University of Cambridge, and UKFIET are hosting a one-day meeting 
on “Achieving equitable quality education post-2015: Indicators to measure progress towards learning and equity” 
on November 17 at ODI in London.   For more information contact Ed Barnett (e-barnett@dfid.gov.uk) 

 Under the pillar on “Education Evaluation and Policy Analysis” hosted by UNESCO-Beirut, ALESCO’s Arab 
Regional Agenda for Improving education Quality (ARAIEQ): 

 Presented the SABER/Assessment reports (prepared with the support of the World Bank SABER team in 
Washington) of 17 Arab countries through national workshops. During these workshops, participants discussed 
benchmarks for the national evaluation systems and action plans to improve their systems.   

 UNESCO Beirut along with ALESCO are finalizing the national assessment systems mapping to be released in the 
Arab States regional report, based on SABER assessments. The findings will be presented a regional forum to be 
held in Kuwait 19-20/11/2014. 

 National TIMSS teams in the Arab countries have been trained on how to best use the TIMSS database of results, 
and how to translate the results in policy, for their decision makers. For more information please visit www.araieq-
alecso.org 

 The German Development Cooperation (BMZ/GIZ) organized a webinar on ‘Working towards a post 2015 
Education Agenda – Measurement of Learning in Numeracy and beyond’ inviting the community to learn about 
international institutional processes leading up to indicators and goals on a post 2015 agenda (Presented by 
A.Motivans, UIS) and the recommendations from the Working Group on Numeracy Indicators (presented by 
L.Crouch, RTI). 

 The Life skills Education Reference Group (members are LMTF, UN agencies and INGOs) convened by UNICEF held 
a round table discussion on May 21st to share experiences in LSE programming, discuss LMTF domains and psycho-
social competencies throughout the life cycle of a child.   The result of the roundtable was a draft technical paper 
on LSE programming.  
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LMTF Secretariat: 

 Quarterly partner activity update: The activities in this document will be updated quarterly and shared with 
partners.  

 Meetings (virtual and in-person): There are several specific LMTF meetings coming up, and some important 
education meetings where LMTF partners are having relevant discussions: 

o LMTF Briefing (October 2nd conference call) – update for LMTF partners on how we are moving forward 
and progress to date. 

o LMTF in-person meeting ( 1
st

 week of February 2015 ) – chance for LMTF partners to share in detail what 
partners are working on, discuss key strategic issues and connect with Learning Champions. 

 


