
The Metropolitan Partners 
 

The Metropolitan Partners are elected officials, regional business alliances and civic groups, 
university presidents, and practitioners from metro areas around the country who are serving 
as active advisors and supporters of the Blueprint for American Prosperity. These Partners are 
individuals and institutions widely recognized as being change agents both in their metropoli-
tan areas and nationally. The Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings would like to thank the 
Blueprint Metropolitan Partners for their energy and leadership in advancing the goals of the 
Blueprint for American Prosperity. They embody the innovation behind this effort. 

ALBUQUERQUE 
 
Terri Cole 
President & CEO 
Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Com-
merce 
 
BALTIMORE 
 
Donald C. Fry 
President & CEO 
Greater Baltimore Committee 
 
BOSTON 
 
The Honorable Thomas M. Menino 
Mayor 
City of Boston 
 
Greg Torres  
President 
MassInc  
 
BUFFALO 
 
Andrew J. Rudnick 
President & CEO 
Buffalo Niagara Partnership 
 
John B. Simpson 
President  
University of Buffalo 
 
CHARLESTON 
 
The Honorable Joseph P. Riley 
Mayor 
City of Charleston 
 
Charles Van Rysselberge 
President & CEO 
Metro Charleston Chamber of Commerce 
 
Dana Beach 
Executive Director  
South Carolina Coastal Conservation 
League 
 
CHARLOTTE 
 
Ronnie L. Bryant 
President & CEO 
Charlotte Regional Partnership  
 
 

CHATTANOOGA 
 
David Eichenthal 
President & CEO 
The Ochs Center for Metropolitan Studies 
 
CHICAGO 
 
The Honorable Jeffery D. Schielke 
Mayor 
City of Batavia 
 
The Honorable Joseph Cook 
Mayor 
Village of Channahon 
 
Cheryle R. Jackson 
President & CEO 
Chicago Urban League 
 
David E. Bennett 
Executive Director 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 
 
George A. Ranney Jr. 
President & CEO 
Chicago Metropolis 2020 
 
MarySue Barrett 
President 
Metropolitan Planning Council 
 
Randy Blankenhorn 
Executive Director 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
 
CINCINNATI 
 
Ellen van der Horst 
President & CEO 
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
CLEVELAND/NE OHIO 
 
The Honorable Frank G. Jackson 
Mayor 
City of Cleveland 
 
Marvin Hayes 
Director, Office of Urban Development 
and Infrastructure 
State of Ohio 
 
 

Luis M. Proenza  
President 
University of Akron 
 
Joseph Roman 
CEO 
Greater Cleveland Partnership 
 
Bradley Whitehead 
President 
Fund for Our Economic Future 
 
COLUMBUS 
 
Lavea Brachman 
Co-Director/Director of Research & Policy 
Geater Ohio 
 
DALLAS 
 
Timothy Bray 
Director 
The J. McDonald Williams Institute  
 
Victoria Loe Hicks 
Policy Analyst and Senior Writer 
The Foundation for Community Empower-
ment  
 
DENVER 
 
The Honorable John Hickenlooper 
Mayor 
City of Denver 
 
The Honorable Randy Pye 
Mayor 
City of Centennial 
Chair  
Metro Mayors Caucus 
 
Tom Clark 
Executive Vice President 
Metro Denver Economic Development 
Corporation and Denver Metro Chamber 
of Commerce  
 
KANSAS CITY 
 
The Honorable Mark Funkhouser 
Mayor 
Kansas City, MO 
 
 
 



David Warm 
Executive Director 
Mid-America Regional Council 
 
Jewel Scott 
Executive Director 
Civic Council of Greater Kansas City 
 
KNOXVILLE 
 
The Honorable Mike Ragsdale 
Mayor 
Knox County, TN 
 
LAS VEGAS 
 
Neal Smatresk 
President 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 
Jacob Snow 
General Manager 
Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada 
 
LOS ANGELES 
 
Elise Buik 
President 
United Way of Greater Los Angeles 
 
LOUISVILLE 
 
The Honorable Jerry Abramson 
Mayor 
City of Louisville 
 
MEMPHIS 
 
The Honorable Myron Lowery 
Mayor Pro Tem 
City of Memphis 
 
The Honorable A C Wharton Jr. 
Mayor 
Shelby County 
 
John W. Moore 
President & CEO 
Memphis Regional Chamber 
 
Blair Taylor 
Chairman & CEO 
Memphis Tomorrow 
 
MILWAUKEE 
 
Julia Taylor 
President 
Greater Milwaukee Committee 
 
MINNEAPOLIS – ST.PAUL 
 
The Honorable Chris Coleman  
Mayor 
City of St. Paul 
 
The Honorable R.T. Rybak  
Mayor 
City of Minneapolis 
 
The Honorable Randy Johnson 
Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
Hennepin County 
 
 
 

Regional Council of Mayors 
Caren Dewar  
Executive Director 
The Honorable Jim Hovland 
Co-Chair 
Mayor, City of Edina 
The Honorable Gene Winstead 
Mayor, City of Bloomington 
 
Mary Brainard 
Co-Chair 
The Itasca Project 
 
NASHVILLE 
 
The Honorable Karl Dean 
Mayor 
Metropolitan Government of  
Nashville & Davidson County, TN 
 
Ralph J. Schulz, Jr. 
President & CEO 
Nashville Chamber of Commerce 
 
Bill Phillips 
President  
Bill Phillips Company 
Former Deputy Mayor 
City of Nashville 
 
NEW ORLEANS 
 
Robert W. Brown  
Managing Director 
New Orleans Business Council 
 
NEW YORK 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Suozzi 
County Executive  
Nassau County, NY 
 
Kathryn S. Wylde 
President & CEO 
Partnership for New York City 
 
Lawrence Levy 
Executive Director 
National Center for Suburban Studies  
Hofstra University 
 
Nancy Zimpher 
Chancellor 
The State University of New York (SUNY) 
 
Robert Yaro  
President 
Regional Plan Association 
 
OTHER PENNSYLVANIA 
 
The Honorable Christopher A.  
Doherty  
Mayor 
City of Scranton 
 
Eric Menzer 
Chairman  
Yorkcounts & 10,000 Friends of Pennsyl-
vania 
 
Judy Schwank 
President & CEO 
10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania 
 
 
 

Todd Vonderheid 
President 
Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of 
Business & Industry 
 
PHILADELPHIA 
 
The Honorable Michael Nutter 
Mayor  
City of Philadelphia 
 
Jeremy Nowak 
President & CEO 
The Reinvestment Fund 
 
Barry Seymour 
Executive Director 
The Delaware Valley Regional Planning 
Commission 
 
Steven T. Wray 
Executive Director 
Economy League of Greater  
Philadelphia 
 
PHOENIX 
 
Michael Crow 
President 
Arizona State University  
 
Tom Franz 
President & CEO 
Greater Phoenix Leadership 
 
PITTSBURGH 
 
The Honorable Dan Onorato 
Chief Executive 
Allegheny County 
 
Court Gould 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Pittsburgh 
 
Howard B. Slaughter Jr. 
CEO 
Landmarks Community Capital Corpora-
tion 
 
Dennis Yablonsky 
CEO 
Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development and its Affiliates 
 
PROVIDENCE 
 
The Honorable David N. Cicilline 
Mayor 
City of Providence 
 
Scott Wolf 
Executive Director 
Grow Smart Rhode Island 
 
SALT LAKE CITY 
 
Alan Matheson Jr. 
Executive Director 
Envision Utah 
 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 
 
Ted Droettboom 
Regional Planning Program Director 
Joint Policy Committee 
 



R. Sean Randolph 
President 
Bay Area Council Economic Institute 
 
Jim Wunderman 
President & CEO 
Bay Area Council 
 
SEATTLE 
 
The Honorable Greg Nickels 
Mayor 
City of Seattle 
 
Bob Drewel 
Executive Director 
Puget Sound Regional Council 
 
Gene Duvernoy 
President 
Cascade Land Conservancy 
 
Bill McSherry 
Director of Economic Development 
Puget Sound Regional Council 
Prosperity Partnership  
 
Bill Stafford 
President 
Trade Development Alliance of Greater 
Seattle 
 
ST. LOUIS 
 
Dick Fleming 
President & CEO 
St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth 
Association 
 
SYRACUSE 
 
Nancy Cantor 
Chancellor 
Syracuse University 
 
TAMPA 
 
Stuart L. Rogel 
President & CEO 
Tampa Bay Partnership 
 
WASHINGTON DC 
 
Jim Dinegar 
President & CEO 
Greater Washington Board of Trade 
 
David Robertson 
Executive Director 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments 
 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
 
American Chamber of Commerce  
Executives/Alliance for Regional  
Stewardship  
 
Coalition of Urban Serving  
Universities  
 
Congress for the New Urbanism 
 
Council on Competitiveness 
 
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. 
 

Gamaliel Foundation 
 
International Economic  
Development Council 
 
National Association of Counties 
 
National League of Cities 
 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
PolicyLink 
 
Smart Growth America  
 
NATIONAL ADVISORS 
 
The Honorable Henry Cisneros 
Chairman 
CityView  
The Honorable Graham Richards 
Former Mayor, City of Fort Wayne 
Graham Richard Associates LLC  
 
Nicolas P. Retsinas 
Director 
Harvard University's Joint Center for 
Housing Studies  
 
Rey Ramsey 
CEO 
One Economy Corporation 
 
Richard D. Baron 
Chairman & CEO 
McCormack Baron Salazar  
 
Stephen Goldsmith 
Daniel Paul Professor of Government 
Kennedy School of Government at Har-
vard University 
Former Mayor, City of Indianapolis 

 
(List as of October 13, 2009) 


