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Furman Center for Real Estate and 
Urban Policy – New York University

Founded in 1994, the Furman Center is the leading 
academic research center in NYC devoted to the 
public policy aspects of real estate and housing 
development. 
We are dedicated to:

Conducting objective academic and empirical research on 
the legal and public policy issues involving real estate, 
housing and urban affairs; 
Providing a forum for discussion and interchange among 
leading practitioners, policy makers, scholars, faculty, and 
students about real estate and urban policy. 
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What is NYCHANIS?

Interactive public website: 
http://www.nychanis.com
Contains over 1,500 housing and 
neighborhood statistical indicators
Allows users to view data in customizable  
tables, charts, and maps

http://www.nychanis.com/
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State of New York City’s Housing 
and Neighborhoods Report

• Annual report available 
via download from 
NYCHANIS and the 
Furman Center website 
www.furmancenter.org
www.nychanis.com

http://www.nychanis.com/
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Example: Strategic Program 
Planning

A New York-based Community Development 
Organization would like to do an anti-predatory 
lending initiative to educate home-owners on the 
dangers of predatory lending for refinancing
Education campaign – seminars and counseling -
must be targeted to specific areas to maximize 
effectiveness and to be cost effective
Use NYCHANIS to find which neighborhoods have 
been most affected by subprime refinance lending
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Non-profit wants to target 
resources to fight predatory 
lending
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Subprime Lending and Owner 
Income Correlated in Brooklyn

Drill down to look at 
Brooklyn apart from 
New York City
Compare areas 
using Brooklyn-
specific data
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Area Profiles
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A closer look at Williamsburg/ 
Greenpoint
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Data Sources
US Census
NYC Dept. of City 
Planning
NYCHA/HUD
Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act
Public Data Corporation
NYC Dept. of Finance
NYC Dept of Education

New York Police 
Department
Zip Code Business 
Patterns
NYC Dept. of Housing 
Preservation and 
Development
New York City Housing 
and Vacancy Survey
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Benefits of NYCHANIS 
Offers flexible geographies and 
timely data 

New York City
Borough
Sub-Borough & Community District
School District
Zip Code
Police Precinct 
Census Tract

Saves time locating data and 
performing analysis
Gives great flexibility via highly 
customizable queries and a 
variety of tables, charts and maps

Centralized repository of 
variables 

Housing Stock
Housing Creation
Housing Values
Housing Affordability
Mortgage Lending
Foreclosures
Property Tax Delinquencies
Housing Quality
Land Use
Population
Race and Ethnicity
Immigration
Income and Public Assistance
Business and Employment
Public Schools
Crime
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PlanNYC
Created as a “Capstone” project by Jordan 
Anderson, a Wagner graduate.
PlanNYC provides information, abstracts of news 
articles, and helpful links to government documents 
about planning initiatives, development proposals, 
and other land use controversies in NYC
Brings together news articles and local perspectives 
from all sides
Builds on NYCHANIS neighborhood statistics with 
planning and development information
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PlanNYC
Projects are 
organized by 
community district 
(CD) 
Click on a CD to 
see the proposals in 
that neighborhood



5/1/2006 UMI Forum on Information and Urban Markets 14

PlanNYC: planning projects
Each project 
contains:

• Description
• Recent news 

articles
• Official 

information 
(EIS, City 
Planning info, 
etc.)
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PlanNYC: calendar
See upcoming 
development-
related events 
and meetings
Get info. on 
project-related 
public hearings
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Other Systems

Neighborhood Knowledge 
California (NKCA)

Covers all of California
Highly customizable
Created by UCLA

Dataplace
Nationwide system based 
largely on Census data
Created by Fannie Mae
Advanced mapping & 
ranking feature

Oasis
Parcel-level data
Created by partnership of 
city, state, and federal 
agencies
Provides data on specific 
buildings in NYC
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NY Times
February 6, 2004
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Contact Information
NYU School of Law – Furman Center for Real 

Estate and Urban Policy
40 Washington Square South, Room 314
New York, NY 10013

Contact Name: Caroline Bhalla
Phone: (212) 998-6360
email: FurmanCenter@nyu.edu
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