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Introduction
The marketplace functions fairly effi ciently 

for eighty percent of the U.S. adult 

population, but the other twenty percent 

hardly participates in the mainstream 

economy at all. This twenty percent, or 

approximately fi fty million individuals, are  

limited in their access to capital, primarily 

because they lack the information in their 

credit fi les that can generate a credit score. 

This thin credit fi le or lack of a credit score 

impedes lenders’ ability to make credit 

decisions that can enable persons to buy a 

home or car, or to gain access to capital for 

a business venture.

This current state of affairs presents 

challenges and opportunities for the utility, 

telecommunications, cable and fi nancial 
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industries. How can we enhance more 

people’s access to capital which will 

enable them to build wealth and, in turn, to 

become better customers and consumers 

of our services?

These are the issues and questions which 

will be addressed in the Roundtable on 

Using Alternative Data Sources in Credit 

Scoring on December 15, 2005 at The 

Brookings Institution, 1775 Massachusetts 

Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. 

See www.brookings.edu/metro/umi.htm 

or www.assetbuilders.org. Asset Builders 

of America, Inc. thanks all Roundtable 

participants for your interest and 

participation.


