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Course Description:

Development-induced displacement and resettlement (DIDR) is a type of forced migration, and refers
to the situation whereby people have to move to make way for infrastructure development projects.
Some ten million people are displaced each year in the face of projects, such as the construction of
dams, irrigation schemes, conservation areas, urban renewal and housing schemes, water or transport
supply systems, energy generation projects and open cast mining. DIDR has had overwhelmingly neg-
ative economic, health, psychological and social consequences for the vast majority of those displaced,
has evoked widespread resistance, and has become a highly contentious and politicised issue. The last
two decades have seen the development of policy guidelines by international bodies such as The World
Bank and the OECD, as well as by several countries, resulting in positive outcomes in some cases.
Deep divisions remain as to whether the model of development presupposed by DIDR is sustainable,
whether the (usually involuntary) displacement to which it gives rise constitutes a serious violation of
human rights, and whether it can ever be justified.

In this module, we look at theoretical perspectives on the nature of DIDR, and analyse examples from
Africa and Asia. We ask whether and how we could translate the lessons learned from previous mis-
takes into sound policy which could improve the outcome for all concerned.

Outcomes 

On completion of the work covered in this course, students will have 
• a basic knowledge of the main theoretical approaches through which we seek to understand

and improve DIDR
• a knowledge and understanding of different kinds of DIDR, and of the way they have taken

shape in Africa and Asia
• an understanding of some of the complexities involved in trying to formulate and implement

sound resettlement policy 

Assessment

See general criteria for assessment on page B of this guide
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Essays

ESSAY No ....................... DUE Friday 3 October, 12 Noon

1) Give an account of the socio-economic consequences of DIDR in ONE of the following cases
of dam-related resettlement

• Aswan Dam, on the Sudanese side (Salem-Murdock 1985; Sorbo 1985)
• Akosombo Dam, Ghana (Diaw and Schmidt-Kallert 1990; Obusu-Mensah 1990)
• Manantali Dam, Mali (Grimm 1991; Horowitz et al 1993; Koenig and Horowitz 1988)
• Kariba Dam, Zambia/Zimbabwe (Colson 1971; Scudder 1985; World Commission on

Dams 2000)

ESSAY No ....................... DUE Friday 24 October, 12 Noon

Write an essay on ONE of the following topics:

1) Give an account of the role of the Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save the Narmada River move-
ment) in relation to the Indian government’s project to build a series of dams on the Narmada
River. In which ways has it a) advanced b) prejudiced, the interests of those people affected by
the dams? What lessons does the NBA story hold for how people could best go about resisting
resettlement?

(Baviskar 1995; Dreze et al 1997, ch 1–3; Parasuraman 1999, ch 9; Sangavi 2000)

2) Give an account of the socio-economic consequences of conservation-induced displacement and
resettlement, comparing at least two African with two non-African cases.

(Chatty and Colchester 2002)

3) How does Sorenson see resettlement within the Mahaweli Project in Sri Lanka as ‘an ongoing
process of social reconstruction’, and how does she see the role of the state in resettlement?

(Sorenson 1996)

Syllabus:

15 – 19 September

Tutorials: What is the role of the nation-state in forced displacement and its outcomes?

Readings: (Sorensen 1996, ch 3; Turton 2002)

Lectures: Understanding Development-Induced Displacement and Resettlement
(DIDR)

Readings: (Cernea 2000; de Wet 2001; de Wet In Press; Downing 1995; Sorensen 1996,
ch 8)
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22 – 26 September

Tutorials: How does Scudder apply his model of resettlement as a process to the resettle-
ment arising out of the construction of the Kariba Dam? How would Cernea
apply his Risks and Reconstruction model to the same data? Are their two
approaches compatible?

Readings: Cernea 2000; Scudder 1993

Lectures: Dam-Related Resettlement in Africa

Readings: de Wet 1999

29 September – 3 October

Tutorials: What happens to San/Bushmen nomadic hunter-gatherers when external
forces constrain their nomadic life-style?

Readings: Guenther 2002; Smith et al 2000, ch 9, 10; Suzman 2000, ch 2, 7 

Lectures: Conservation and/or Communities: Meru adaptation and resistance to the
proclamation of the Arusha National Park in Tanzania

Readings: Neumann 1998, ch 3–6

6 – 10 October

Tutorials: How does Dwivedi conceptualise the nature of risk in resettlement, and how
does this influence the way he analyses resistance in the Narmada context?

Readings: Dwivedi 1999

Lectures: Resettlement in India
a) Dam-Related Resettlement: Narmada/Sardar Sarovar

Readings: Baviskar 1995, ch 9; Dhagamwar 1995; Hakim 2000; Kala 2000; Parasuraman
1999, ch 9, 11

Lectures: b) Industrial Development-Related Resettlement in India

Readings: Parasuraman 1999, ch 4–6; Reddy 1994, ch 4, 5

13 – 17 October

Tutorials: How is globalisation likely to impact upon resettlement in China?

Readings: Jing 1999; Meikle and Zhu 2000

Lectures: Resettlement in China
a) Past Disasters and Progressive Policy Reforms

Readings: Jing 1999; Travers 1993; Shi and Chen 2000
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Lectures: b) Some Subsequent Significant Successes: Shuikou and Xiaolangdi

Readings: Jing 1999; Trembath et al n.d.; Xiaolangdi reader 2002; World Bank 1998 

20 – 24 October

Tutorials: South Africa does not have a resettlement policy. What are the ten most
important points that such a policy should bear in mind? Bring your ten points
to the tutorial, and we will show you why it is so difficult to formulate a good
resettlement policy!

Readings: from the course as a whole

Lectures: Can we Improve Matters?
a) Resistance

Readings: Oliver-Smith 2001, ch 1, 6, 12

Lectures: b) Policy Issues

Readings: Trembath et al n.d.; World Bank 2002
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Diaw, K. and Schmidt-Kallert, E. (1990). Effects of Volta Lake Resettlement in Ghana — a Reappraisal after 25
years. Hamburgh: Institut für Afrika-kunde.

Dreze, J., Samson, M. and Singh, S. 1997 The dam and the nation: displacement and resettlement in the
Narmada Valley. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Grimm, C.D. (1991). Turmoil and Transformation : a Study of Population Relocation at Manantali, Mali.
Unpublished PhD thesis, State University of New York at Binghamton.

Horowitz, M.M., Koenig, D., Grimm, C. and Konate,Y. (1993). ‘Resettlement at Manantali: Short-Term
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State Planning. Bethesda, Maryland: International Scholars Publications.

Oliver-Smith, O. (2001). Displacement, Resistance and the Critique of Development : From the Grassroots to the
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The Dam and the Nation: displacement and resettlement in the Narmada Valley. New Delhi: Oxford University
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Salem-Murdock, M. (1989). Arabs and Nubians in New Halfa — a Study of Settlement and Irrigation. Salt Lake
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Sorenson, B. (1996). Relocated Lives: Displacement and Resettlement within the Mahaweli Project, Sri Lanka.
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Contact Information for Chris de Wet:

Department of Anthropology
P.O. Box 94
Grahamstown 6140
South Africa
Tele: +27 (0) 46 603-8231
Fax: +27 (0) 46 622-3948
Email: C.dewet@ru.ac.za
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