
Decline was not limited to the central cities; the
region’s older suburbs also struggled with popula-
tion losses as growth moved to the next ring of
communities. The slow population trends on display in the
city cores increasingly also extend to the next ring out. Inner-
ring municipalities like Raytown and Grandview also suffered
population declines as the region’s sphere of growth skipped to
the next ring. In fact, many older suburbs would have lost
more sizable blocks of their population had it not been for the
strong growth of nonwhite residents—particularly Hispanics
and blacks—in their communities. Independence, MO, for
example, lost 4,693 white residents but gained 1,962 Hispanic
residents, 1,275 blacks, and 783 Asian/Pacific Islanders. Along
a near-ring of 15 selected inner suburbs, for that matter, the
white population in places like Gladstone and North Kansas
City, MO as well as Merriam and Fairway, KS, declined by
20,000. However, the loss was nearly offset by the arrival of
8,400 blacks, 4,200 Hispanics, and nearly 1,000 Asians.

In general, as the Kansas City region decentral-
ized, most of the area’s nonwhite residents
became even more concentrated in the core as
whites moved out. Overall, 87 percent of the region’s
African Americans lived in the two “urban” counties: Jackson
and Wyandotte. Both Jackson and Wyandotte counties also
saw more whites leave in the 1990s than in the 1980s.41

Overall, Jackson lost 9,600 whites in the 1980s and 27,000
whites in the 1990s as its 2000 nonwhite percentage edged 
up from 25.8 to 32.2 percent. Wyandotte, meanwhile, lost
16,613 whites in the 1980s and 22,000 in the 1990s as its
percent nonwhite population increased from 35.9 to 49.3 per-
cent. And mostly the exodus affected the central cities. In
Kansas City, MO, the city south of the Missouri River and
within the I-435 loop lost one-quarter of its white population
as the Jackson County exodus tripled over the 1980s. By
2000, the city was 31 percent black. In Kansas City, KS, the
flight occurred in all 58 census tracts between the state line
and North 90th Street, except one. Half of those tracts lost
more than 30 percent of their whites. The city was 29.8 per-
cent African American in 2000.
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“Inner-ring municipalities
like Raytown and
Grandview also suffered
population declines as
the region’s sphere of
growth skipped to the
next ring.”
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Percent of Female
Headed Households

Missouri Average: 7.1%
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Female-headed households were strongly concentrated in the regionÕs core in 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau tract data, 2000


